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Abstract

Low fertility is a major demographic issue in Iran and many other countries
worldwide. In recent years, numerous researchers have focused on the causes and
consequences of low fertility, yet examining fertility intentions across different
political groups has been relatively neglected. This study aims to explore the
fertility intentions and motivations of women with varying political orientations.
Utilizing a qualitative approach, in-depth interviews were conducted with 21
married women in Tehran, selected through purposive sampling. Thematic analysis
was employed for data analysis. The results revealed that women with
revolutionary and pro-leadership orientations tended to have more children, aiming
for up to five. On the other hand, considering the country’s economic, social, and
political conditions, other women found having more than two children
unreasonable. The study introduced two models of fertility decision-making:
"Childbearing for Self and the State," prevalent among revolutionary and pro-
leadership women, influenced by national concerns, loyalty to leadership,
religiosity, and institutional trust; and "Childbearing for Self," common among
women with other political orientations, shaped by the two-child norm, economic
insecurity, and institutional distrust. The findings suggest that policymakers can
promote higher fertility rates by implementing effective strategies that enhance
economic security and support mothers.

Keywords: Fertility, general policies of the population, political factors, political
tendency, Qualitative method.
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