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Abstract

Background and purpose: Culture has found significant applications in the everyday
and social life of humans, to the extent that it is difficult to draw a clear boundary
around it. The importance and diversity of policies related to culture greatly enhance
the necessity of examining and elucidating the viewpoints of Ayatollah Khamenei in
this area, considering his position of leadership and jurisprudence. Furthermore,
extracting the doctrinal foundations of cultural policies from his perspective will
influence their credibility within the elite society and also affect the public's reception
of his policies. Since the promotion and survival of a society is based on its culture,
Ayatollah Khamenei paid attention to this important matter. Research method:
Researchers have referred to official higher-level cultural documents, existing
resources and published statements to infer the legitimacy of his (Ayatollah
Khamenei's) intended cultural policies, and then, using a descriptive-analytical
method, have examined the relationship of the aforementioned policies with a number
of Islamic jurisprudential rules in his statements. Findings and results: Ayatollah
Khamenei's cultural policies have been proposed under the basic headings of the
national-Islamic culture, cultural independence, cultural jihad and cultivation or
culture reform. Analysis of these policies shows that they are fully consistent with
some jurisprudential rules including the obligation to guide the ignorant, denial of
domination, prohibition of harm, the obligation to maintain the Islamic governance
system and the sanctity of disrupting it and the rule of maintaining the expediency of
the system.

Keywords: Islamic Jurisprudential, Cultural Jurisprudence, Cultural Policies,
Ayatollah Sayyed Ali Khamenei, Jurisprudential Foundations.
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Extended abstract

Culture has taken on a significant role in human daily and social life. It is
difficult to imagine any limits for such influence and application. Humans,
depending on their social status, political thought, religious approach, etc.,
each use its concept in a different and sometimes contradictory path, in a
way that leads to the elevation or decline of a society. This is also true
about Iranian society and the role that rulers can play in the field of culture
from the perspective of declared policies and other practical programs.
What has been neglected and, in some cases, has been questioned and
doubted by those who are biased, is the alignment of the entire cultural
policies envisaged by Ayatollah Khamenei (the supreme leader) and
country's superior documents called “Cultural Policy Principles” of the
country (approved in 1992) with the sacred Islamic sharia.

Jurisprudential rules, along with other evidences in jurisprudence, are
designed to respond to issues raised in each period of time. Cultural
policies in Islamic societies are also among the emerging topics that are
legitimated in the light of the rules of Islamic jurisprudence. In the present
study, the most important rules of cultural jurisprudence that can be
understood from the words of His Highness have been cited in order to
legitimize the cultural policies he intends.

The purpose of the research is not to adapt the cultural policies of the
Islamic Republic to the views of the Leader of the Revolution, or to criticize
and amend the upper-level documents in the field of culture based on his
jurisprudential views. Rather, the purpose of the research, in view of the
country's cultural documents and macro-cultural policies from the perspective
of Ayatollah Khamenei, is to prove the legitimacy of these policies and explain
the rules of cultural jurisprudence as a new emerging discourse.

The present study has used existing sources to access Ayatollah
Khamenei's cultural policies. Also, using the smart search engine on his
website, all of His Highness's statements on culture were studied
inductively. Considering the contents of cultural documents in the Islamic
Republic under the title of the country's “Cultural Policy Principles”
approved in 1992 by the Supreme Council of the Cultural Revolution, as
well as the general policies of the system in the field of culture, his
intended macro-cultural policies were extracted and named. In this regard,
an attempt was made to select the titles of general and frequently repeated
cultural policies from Ayatollah Khamenei's statements to include micro-
policies in such a way as to eliminate the need to state other policies. Then,
the relationship of these policies with the most important jurisprudential
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rules that could be extracted from his words was analyzed using a
descriptive-analytical method, and the sharia legitimacy of his intended
macro-cultural policies was proven.

So far, no research work has been published on the jurisprudential
foundations of Ayatollah Khamenei's cultural policies that are extracted
from his words. Therefore, the present research is innovative in terms of
relying on His Eminence’s statements in both deriving and explaining
macro-policies and the rules of cultural jurisprudence, as well as in
inferring the legitimacy of the macro-cultural policies envisaged by
Ayatollah Khamenei through the application of jurisprudential rules related
to the field of culture.

Based on the research conducted, Ayatollah Khamenei defines culture
as a set of beliefs, convictions, customs and traditions of people and
everything related to their daily lives. In general, culture includes the
dominant mindsets of humans that shape or accelerate their behavior.
Therefore, culture encompasses areas such as literature, art, lifestyle,
general culture, ethics and social behaviors. Ayatollah Khamenei divides
general culture into two parts: First, obvious and important issues that
affect the fate of a nation in the long term. Second, the parts that, although
they may not be very visible, have an immediate and very tangible impact
on the nation’s fate. The most important of these parts is the individual and
social morality of the people. Considering the contents of the cultural
documents of the Islamic Republic and also the reflection on emphasis and
repetition of cultural concepts in the statements of Ayatollah Khamenei,
the most fundamental and prominent cultural policy from his perspective is
Iranian-Islamic culture. He has abundantly referred to the value of Islamic
culture and has noted that for any society and human community, Islamic
culture is the highest value.

Another cultural policy from his perspective is cultural independence.
He considers the general policy of the Islamic Revolution (1979) regarding
culture to be based on maintaining a strong and complete dependence on
the national culture. He believes that the dominant nation is a nation whose
culture is dominant, and in many cases of cultural dominance, economic,
political, security, military, and other dominance will also be achieved.

Another policy from his perspective is cultural jihad as one of the
prominent points in Islamic culture. Although the clearest examples of
jihad in the history of early Islam is the culture of warfare, jihad does not
only mean presence on the battlefield; rather, from his perspective, any
effort to confront the enemy can be considered jihad. In other words, Jihad
on the battlefield of armed struggle is called combat jihad, and jihad in the
field of cultural issues is interpreted as “cultural jihad”.

Culture-building and cultural reform are among the policies
emphasized by Ayatollah Khamenei. Public movements focused on
culture-building or correcting wrong components are considered part of
cultural engineering. By mentioning cultural engineering plan, he means
imagining and drawing of desired cultural situation and its constituent



parts in any country, then the priorities, matters requiring more attention,
neglected people, etc. are explained and implemented.

By examining Ayatollah Khamenei's perspective, it can be seen that in
the field of culture, the following rules have been relied on as the most
important rules of cultural jurisprudence to explain the legitimacy of the
aforementioned policies: the obligation to guide the ignorant, denial of
domination, prohibition of harm, the obligation to maintain the Islamic
governance system and the sanctity of disrupting it and the rule of
maintaining the expediency of the system.

This research, citing Ayatollah Khamenei's statements and cultural
superior documents, has proven the jurisprudential legitimacy of his
macro-cultural policies based on fundamental jurisprudential rules. From a
practical perspective, this jurisprudential legitimacy is binding and requires
the country's cultural policymakers to take steps to strengthen national-
Islamic culture while observing rules such as the obligation to guide the
ignorant, the rejection of domination and harm, preserving the system and
its interests. Thus, cultural policies must be designed and implemented in
such a way that cultural independence is preserved, cultural jihad becomes
real as an active confrontation with cultural threats, and cultural
development and cultural reform are carried out in order to improve the
morality and social behavior of society.

The social consequences of this approach are increasing national
cohesion and unity, strengthening the Islamic-lranian identity, and
enhancing the cultural resistance of society against cultural aggression.
Also, the sharia legitimacy of policies increases their acceptability and
acceptance among the elite and the general public, which helps to establish
cultural and social security and maintain the stability of the political
system. Thus, cultural policies based on jurisprudential principles, in
addition to their executive functions, play a strategic role in ensuring the
survival and advancement of Islamic society.

It is suggested that in order to achieve these goals, the country's cultural
policy should be based on continuous and targeted support for
revolutionary cultural movements, strengthening popular institutions, and
coherent cultural engineering based on jurisprudential rules. This approach
can be a path-breaking and effective scientific and practical framework in
facing cultural and social challenges and paves the way to turn a new
Islamic civilization into reality.

Keywords: Islamic Jurisprudential, Cultural Jurisprudence, Cultural
Policies, Ayatollah Sayyed Ali Khamenei, Jurisprudential Foundations.
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