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Abstract

The emphasis on enhancing national self-esteem, national identity, and the spirit of
resistance is among the key cultural and social concepts of the general policies
outlined in the Seventh Development Plan. In this regard, fostering talents,
improving the cultural level of veterans and their children, and "promoting and
strengthening the culture of sacrifice and jihad while organizing veterans' affairs"
are categorized as primary objectives of the general policies of the system. This
article aims to define the socially constructed identity of the children of martyrs,
identify the foundations of their identity formation, and align their identity-related
outcomes with the strategic objectives of the system’s general policies.

This research was conducted using a qualitative approach. Data collection was
carried out through semi-structured interviews, in which 25 children of martyrs
participated—15 women and 10 men. Participants were selected purposefully using
the snowball sampling method.

The findings indicate that the official definition of the children of martyrs is shaped
by social construction, yet its components contain contradictions that influence
cultural identity formation outcomes. There exists a form of resistance against the
official narrative concerning the children of martyrs and the objective reality of
their lives
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Extended abstract

Introduction

This article examines the complex and multifaceted identity of martyrs'
children in a specific socio-political context. This study investigates how
society constructs and imposes a specific identity on these people, and
examines the components of this identity, the processes of identity
formation, and the alignment or mismatch between this constructed
identity and broader social and government policies.

This research was conducted using a qualitative method and semi-
structured interviews were conducted with 25 children of the martyrs (15
girls and 10 boys). Then three-step coding was done and concepts were
extracted.

Constructed social identity

The society often assigns special characteristics to the children of martyrs,
among which one can mention moral authenticity, religiosity, leadership
and social responsibility. However, this constructed identity also includes
the stigma of receiving privileges that lead to societal scrutiny and often
disrespect. These social expectations are internalized by individuals and
become part of their accepted identity. This aligns with theories of labeling
and the social construction of identity.

Identity components

The components of identity constructed for the children of martyrs are
formed by both formal and informal institutions. Formal institutions, such
as schools and the Shahid Foundation, provide structured programs and
environments designed to foster specific values and behaviors. Informal
institutions such as families, peers, and communities also play an
important role in shaping identity through everyday interactions and
socialization processes.

Identity formation processes
Identity formation occurs through a complex interaction of individual
experiences and social influences. Martyrs' children acquire their identity
through various mechanisms, which include:

Direct transmission of values: Parents, peers and community members
directly transmit the expectations and values related to being a martyr's
child.
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Institutional Socialization: Schools and organizations such as the
Shahid Foundation offer structured programs and curricula designed to
foster specific values and behaviors.

Social Interactions: Interactions with peers and the wider community
shape understanding of self and identity.

Alignment with social policies

The identity created by the children of the martyrs is in line with the
government's policies in order to preserve the culture of martyrdom and
honor the martyrs' sacrifice. These policies often emphasize values such as
sacrifice, service, and community. But the implementation of these policies
has had positive and negative consequences for the people involved.

Contradictions and challenges
While the desired goal is to honor and support the children of martyrs, the
constructed identity can lead to various challenges:
e Stigma: Accompanying privileges and special treatment can lead to
social isolation and stigmatization.
o Internal conflict: Expectations associated with the constructed identity
may conflict with personal aspirations and values.
« Difficulty in expressing identity: People may struggle to express their
true identity in a society that has pre-defined expectations.

The evolution of identity

This study highlights the dynamic nature of identity, which is influenced
by both individual factors and societal changes. As societies evolve, the
meanings and concepts associated with different identities also change. In
the case of the martyrs' children, the changing social and cultural landscape
has led to a re-evaluation of the constructed identity.

Conclusion

This study concludes that the identity of children of martyrs is a complex
interplay of social expectations, individual experiences, and institutional
influences. While the intended goal is to honor and support these people,
the constructed identity can also lead to challenges and contradictions.
Understanding these dynamics is essential for developing more nuanced
and supportive policies and interventions.

Keywords: Social construction of identity, Identity formation processes,
The impact of social policies, Contradictions and challenges, The evolution
of identity, National self-esteem, national identity, spirit of resistance.
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