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Abstract

In the current context, the need to cultivate capable, committed, and civilization-
building youth as the primary assets of the Islamic Revolution represents a key
concern of the educational system. Given the existing weaknesses in university
educational models (including excessive focus on theoretical instruction and
relative neglect of moral and identity dimensions), this study presents a model for
the role of university professors in educating youth toward realizing a new Islamic
civilization based on the foundations of the Second Step Revolution Statement. The
Second Step Revolution Statement, as a strategic document, emphasizes the
importance of training committed and specialized human resources, with
universities playing a pivotal role as centers for nurturing such youth. In this
regard, professors serve as influential scientific and ethical role models. This
research employs a systematic review method with purposeful sampling, collecting
and analyzing credible sources (including scholarly articles, policy documents, and
related books) from domestic and international databases (such as Noormags, SID,
and Science Direct) using keywords including: professors' role, youth education,
new Islamic civilization, and Second Step Revolution Statement. Findings indicate
university professors play six influential roles: exemplary modeling, guidance,
knowledge enhancement, identity formation, responsibility cultivation, and digital
education. However, challenges such as reduced professor-student interaction,
weak professor motivation systems, and cultural barriers require solutions
including: restructuring professor evaluation systems, strengthening their
educational skills, and utilizing university cultural capacities. This study
emphasizes that realizing a new Islamic civilization cannot be achieved without
redefining professors' roles in comprehensive youth education.
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Extended abstract

Introduction

Within the intellectual framework of the Islamic Revolution, the university
is not merely a site for producing science and technology; it is a workshop
for building human character and a central hub for nurturing a generation
capable of bearing the heavy burden of constructing the "New Islamic
Civilization." This grand aspiration, outlined in the "Second Step of the
Revolution Statement" as the future roadmap for the system, rests upon the
shoulders of revolutionary and committed youth. The central question,
then, is which institution holds the responsibility for guiding, directing, and
educating these young individuals along this challenging path?
Undoubtedly, university professors, as "thinking minds" and "behavioral
models," are at the forefront of this civilizational endeavor. However,
Iran's higher education system faces challenges such as the dominance of a
purely scientific approach and insufficient attention to educational
dimensions, cultural invasion, declining professor-student interaction, and
weaknesses in the motivational system for professors. In identifying this
gap, this research seeks to present a systematic model for explaining the
educational roles of university professors, based on the foundations of the
Second Step of the Revolution Statement.

Research Methodology

This study was conducted using a qualitative approach and a systematic
review method. The research population consisted of reputable domestic
and international sources (from databases such as Noormags, SID,
ScienceDirect, Scopus) within the timeframe of 2019 to 2024. Using
relevant keywords, 50 initial sources were identified, and after applying
inclusion and exclusion criteria, 11 sources were ultimately selected for
final analysis. The data analysis process was carried out in three stages:

1. Qualitative Content Analysis: In-depth study of texts and extraction
of key concepts.

2. Three-Stage Coding: Comprising open coding (extracting 18 initial
codes), axial coding (integrating into 8 secondary codes), and
selective coding (establishing relationships between categories).

3. Validation: Review of the coding process by two independent
researchers specializing in Islamic education and qualitative
methodology.

Key Findings: Six Pivotal Roles of Professors in Civilizational Education
Data analysis led to the identification of a comprehensive model
consisting of six main, interconnected roles for university professors.
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These roles are not independent of one another; rather, within a complex
and dynamic network, they reinforce each other and ultimately lead to the
"holistic education™ of young people.

1- The Modeling Role: The Embodiment of Knowledge and Ethics
The modeling role is the cornerstone of all other roles. A university
professor can only be effective when they themselves are a "living
example" of the values they teach. This role is subdivided into three
components:

o Scientific Modeling: Through scholarly mastery, a questioning spirit,
and enlightenment, the professor becomes a model for the student's
pursuit of truth and scientific excellence.

oEthical Modeling: Honesty, justice, humility, and adherence to Islamic
values in the professor's conduct and character provide the most
powerful moral lesson for the youth.

oBehavioral Modeling: The professor's manner of interaction with
students, colleagues, and societal issues—from time management to
respecting opposing views—provides a practical paradigm for the
student's social life.

2- The Guidance Role: Mentoring the Path of Self-Building and Society-
Building: Professors, as compassionate and knowledgeable guides, bear
the responsibility of mentoring youth in the two realms of "self-building"
and "society-building."

o Spiritual Guidance: By encouraging self-purification, strengthening
religious beliefs, and observance of religious duties, the professor
accompanies the youth on their path of spiritual growth.

oMotivational Guidance: In an environment where despair and
discouragement sometimes surround the youth, the professor, by
painting a hopeful vision of the future of Islamic Iran and the unique
role of youth within it, strengthens their psychological drive.

o Innovative Guidance: By encouraging critical thinking, creativity, and
problem-solving based on Islamic values, the professor prepares the
youth for impactful roles in fields of progress and civilization-building.

3- The Knowledge-Enhancement Role: Expanding Horizons of Knowledge
and Insight: This role goes beyond the mere transmission of specialized
knowledge to develop the "insight" of the youth.

oTransmission of Specialized Knowledge: Teaching contemporary
sciences with the highest quality provides the necessary foundation for
developing expertise.

oEnhancing Religious and Social Knowledge: By explaining the
intellectual foundations of the Islamic Revolution, analyzing
contemporary history, and familiarizing students with socio-cultural
challenges, the professor instills the necessary insight for an intelligent
engagement with global developments.

oMedia and Technological Literacy: In the digital age, the professor is
obligated to educate students for responsible, critical, and constructive
use of cyberspace and new technologies, enabling them to remain safe



from its threats while benefiting from its opportunities.
4- The Identity-Formation Role: Rebuilding Civilizational Self-Confidence
One of the most profound roles of professors is to assist the youth in
finding their "true self" through a synthesis of pride in the brilliant past of
Islamic-Iranian civilization and hope for an even brighter future.
oStrengthening Islamic ldentity: By explaining the depth of religious
concepts and their connection to individual and social life.
oStrengthening National-lranian Identity: By introducing Iran's
scientific, literary, and historical luminaries and emphasizing its
brilliant civilizational record.

oPolitical Awareness: Through intelligent analysis of political
developments and healthy political affiliations, without engaging in
destructive partisanship, the professor transforms the student into an
active and aware citizen.

5- The Responsibility-Fostering Role: Cultivating Active and Engaged
Citizens: The New Islamic Civilization will not be built by passive
citizens. Through this role, the university professor extracts the youth from
the confines of individualism and guides them towards the arena of social
responsibility.

oSocial Responsibility: Encouraging participation in solving local,
urban, and national problems through voluntary and civic activities.

o Civic Responsibility: Familiarizing students with their civic rights and
duties towards the Islamic system and the Constitution.

6- The Cyber-Education Role: Safeguarding in a Borderless Space
This emerging role is the university's essential response to one of the
biggest challenges facing the younger generation. The professor must
possess the capability for "digital education"; that is, the ability to educate
students for an ethical, healthy, and impactful life in cyberspace,
immunizing them against the psychological, moral, and intellectual harms
of this realm.

Challenges and Operational Strategies

Implementing this model faces numerous challenges, categorized into
structural (lack of funding, inefficient evaluation systems), cultural
(cultural invasion, individualism), and individual (professor burnout, lack
of communication skills). To overcome these challenges, the following
practical strategies are proposed:

e Fundamental revision of professor training and selection programs,
incorporating topics on professional ethics, pedagogical skills, and
media literacy.

e Establishing a multidimensional evaluation and incentive system that
considers educational and mentorship indicators alongside research
metrics.

e Founding a "Special Fund for Islamic Education"” to finance
educational projects and initiatives.

o Implementing a "Professor Occupational Health Plan" to prevent
burnout and enhance their psychological well-being.
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o Formulating a "Charter of Professional Ethics for Professors” to foster
an environment of trust and scientific impartiality within the university.
e Qualitatively developing professor-student interaction through
scientific-educational camps, brainstorming sessions, and open
discourse platforms.
o Intelligently leveraging the capacities of art and media for the indirect
and engaging transmission of educational and civilizational concepts.
Conclusion and Final Summary
The model presented in this research paints a holistic and systematic
picture of university professors as "civilization-building educators.” This
model demonstrates that a professor aligned with the Islamic Revolution is
a multidimensional entity who must simultaneously serve as a model and
guide for the youth in the spheres of knowledge, ethics, spirituality,
identity, and social responsibility. The realization of the New Islamic
Civilization, the lofty ideal of the Islamic Republic system, will be
impossible without nurturing a generation that integrates "knowledge" and
"action," "faith" and "expertise,"” "rationality" and "spirituality,"” and
"identity" and "responsibility.” This crucial task can only be achieved
through a redefinition of the professors' role, a transformation in the
perspective of higher education policymakers, and a national resolve to
invest in "education™ alongside "instruction." University professors are the
bridge connecting the civilizational ideals of the Second Step Statement
and the younger generation—a bridge which, if firmly built, will ensure a
tomorrow for Islamic Iran that is brighter than its yesterday.

Keywords: Youth, university professors, educational role, Modern Islamic
civilization, The second step of the revolution, Identity formation.
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