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Abstract

The migration of Afghan citizens is one of the issues that is closely related to Iran's
security and political system. Iran, as one of the most important migration
destinations for Afghan citizens, has witnessed their legal and illegal entry due to
religious, linguistic, and cultural affinities. In recent years, despite policies such as
visa issuance and the approval of Article 86 of the Seventh Development Plan, this
trend has increased and has had significant impacts on Iran's social, cultural, and
environmental security(subject). Therefore, the resaerch waz written with the aim
of achieving the effects of the migration of Afghan nationals had on Iran's social,
cultural, and environmental security(purpose). To investigate this issue, the Delphi
method and Shannon technique were used and the views of 10 experts in the field
of social sciences were collected(Method). The results show that the most
important impact of Afghan immigration on Iran's security is from the
"environmental" category with an average of 0.04351, followed by the “cultural”
category with an average of 0.04322 and "social" with an average of 0.03873. Also,
from the perspective of experts, population growth, marginalization, and increased
crime with an average of 0.04386 are the three most important impacts that Afghan
immigration has had on Iran's security. (Result)
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Extended abstract

Over the past few decades, one of the most important issues that has
embroiled the country of Iran has been the legal and illegal immigration of
Afghan nationals. Based on data published by the Statistical Center of
Iran, the total number of legal and illegal Afghan immigrants living in Iran
is estimated to be at least 6 to 7 million. Accordingly, the Iranian state, like
many other countries, has made provisions for the entry of foreign
nationals into its territory, including obtaining visas, and has provided the
possibility of foreign nationals entering its country, in order to monitor
their actions. In order to improve the management of immigrants and
foreign nationals, the country of Iran has formulated policies for
organizing immigrants in Article 86 of the Seventh Development Plan
(1403-1407). But despite Iran's efforts to control the entry of foreign
nationals, the widespread and rapid migration of Afghan citizens—
especially after the Taliban's return to power—has created complex
security challenges for the country. This migration has affected not only
the military and political aspects, but also the social, cultural, and
environmental dimensions of Iran's security, causing problems in social
cohesion, cultural coexistence, and environmental sustainability. Official
security institutions often do not pay enough attention to these software
threats, while in the long run they can lead to deeper crises.

Purpose

Internal and external security has always been one of the main priorities of
governments in policymaking and plays an important role in the stability
and development of countries. Despite the implementation of policies such
as the requirement to obtain a visa and the approval of Article 86 of the
Seventh Development Plan, the migration of Afghan citizens to Iran
continues to increase and has become one of the major challenges to the
country's social, cultural, and environmental security. This study aims to
examine the negative consequences of this migration, and attempts to
reveal the hidden dimensions and complexities of this issue by utilizing the
perspectives of social science experts. Accurate understanding of these
impacts can help improve the country's security and pave the way for
providing effective solutions for better management of these challenges.
Question

This article seeks to answer the question of what impact the migration of
Afghan nationals has had on the social, cultural, and environmental
security of Iran.

Method

To investigate this issue, the Delphi method and Shannon technique were
used, and the views of 10 social science experts were collected.
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findings

The findings indicate that the most important impact of Afghan
immigration on lIran's security is from the category of “"environmental”
impacts with an average of 0.04351, followed by the categories of
"cultural” with an average of 0.04322 and "social" with an average of
0.03873. Also, from the perspective of experts, population growth,
marginalization, and an increase in crime and delinquency with an average
of 0.04386 are three important effects that Afghan immigration has had on
Iran's security.

conclusion

The results of this study demonstrate that the increase in the arrival of
Afghan refugees to Iran, which is due to the political, economic, and
environmental crises in Afghanistan, has mainly taken place under
emergency conditionsand has had numerous negative consequences for Iran.
This migration has exacerbated social, cultural, and environmental
challenges in the country and has exposed internal security to new threats.
The results obtained show that from the perspective of experts, population
growth, marginalization, and increased crime are the three important effects
thatthe migration of Afghan citizens has had on Iran's security, as follows:

- The massive migration of Afghan citizens to Iran has led to an increase

in population and undesirable congestion in urban spaces. This
situation has reduced the quality of social services such as education,
health, and welfare, especially in immigrant and marginal areas, and
has created public dissatisfaction and social harm. Pressure on the
country's resources and infrastructure has also increased, raising public
spending, which may lead to increased taxes and ultimately a threat to
Iran's social security.

-The large-scale migration of Afghan nationals to Iran has led to an
increase in marginalization in large cities. The limited urban and
administrative capacity in Iran is unable to respond to the additional
population, which has disrupted the spatial organization of cities and
reduced the quality of social and welfare services.

The widespread migration of Afghan nationals to Iran, especially in
suburban areas, has led to a significant increase in social crimes such as
theft, murder, smuggling, and rape. The deprivation of these areas from
educational, health, and welfare services has reduced the quality of life
of migrants, leading to dropout, illiteracy, and employment in informal
jobs. These conditions have exposed migrants to crime and posed a
serious threat to the country's social, cultural, and environmental
security. Therefore, based on the information presented, it can be
acknowledged that formulating comprehensive and strategic policies
for managing migration and reducing its negative impacts is an
undeniable necessity for maintaining and promoting Iran's social,
cultural, and environmental security.

Keywords: Immigration, Article 86 of the Seventh Development Plan,
Afghan nationals, security, social, cultural, environmental, Iran.
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