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Abstract

In the framework of the current world system, many countries have realized the
importance of creating and promoting the appropriate national image of their
country. So that all governments, companies and individuals choose appropriate
strategies to improve their global image and take appropriate actions based on that.
Paying attention to nation branding and choosing targeted strategies in order to
create a worthy nation brand creates many different opportunities for the country.
In general, the positive and international image of a country, apart from its
popularity and attractiveness, also refers to wider dimensions such as economy,
culture, art, politics, etc.

In this research, we tried to obtain the components of the optimal national
image from the perspective of Ayatollah Khamenei as a religious thinker and the
leader of the Islamic Revolution, using documentary and library methods, in order
to promote the Islamic Republic of Iran in the international arena based on these
components. For this purpose, with the method of thematic analysis, we reached 6
dimensions of the optimal nation image from the perspective of the Supreme
Leader of the Revolution, which include "Pure Islam: the new and attractive logic
of the Islamic Republic", "Principles and policies of the Islamic Republic of Iran",
"Iran, the center and axis of resistance"”, "lran with a rich history, culture and
civilization", "characteristics of the Iranian nation" and then "territorial capacities
and characteristics of Iran" and then we extracted the components of the ideal
national image from his point of view, which includes 34 components.
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Extended abstract

Within the framework of the current global system, many countries have
realized the importance of creating and promoting a national image
appropriate to their country. In such a way that all governments, companies
and individuals have chosen appropriate strategies to improve their global
image and take appropriate actions based on them. Paying attention to
national branding and choosing targeted strategies in order to create a
worthy national brand creates various and abundant opportunities for the
country in question. In general, a positive and international image of a
country, in addition to popularity and attractiveness, also refers to broader
dimensions such as economy, culture, art, politics, etc.

Let us address the issue of the dimensions and components of a
desirable national image or national brand from the perspective of the
Supreme Leader of the Revolution and extract them. First, we defined
national brand and national branding and then addressed the main
questions.

In this regard, in this study, we tried to obtain the components of the
desired national image from the perspective of Ayatollah Khamenei as a
religious thinker and leader of the Islamic Revolution using the inductive
content analysis method and the purposeful sampling method, so that based
on these components, we could address the integrated promotion of the
Islamic Republic of Iran in the international space. Of course, at the
beginning of this study, we answered the sub-question of this study and
presented the definition of national image (national brand) and national
image (national branding) from among the various definitions of domestic
and foreign scholars who are experts on this issue. In defining the national
brand, after expressing the opinions of various scholars, we chose Mr.
Bidollakhani's definition using Bahman's opinion as our own opinion. This
definition is: "The image of the country is the subjective and objective
attitudes of international audiences towards a nation that are guided by
governments, media, specific beliefs and public feelings and have
functional, normative, aesthetic and emotional dimensions.” And in the
definition of national branding, we reached the comprehensive definition
of Rojasmendes and Khosnavis. Recognizing the gap in a comprehensive
conceptual or theoretical definition of national branding, Rojasmendes and
Khosnavis, while utilizing other definitions of this concept and considering
other neglected elements, have presented this broad definition of national
branding:

“National branding is a systematic strategic process of involving the
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public and private sectors in order to design a branding strategy for the
country, convey the fundamental values and national identity of the
country, and apply branding strategies and methods to promote the image
of a country, improve the reputation of the country among different
audiences, differentiate a country from other countries, and achieve
economic, social, political, commercial, and international competitiveness”
(Qasemi and Bashir, 1403, p. 12)

Then, we addressed the main question of this research. In this regard,
using the inductive content analysis method, we arrived at 6 dimensions of
the desired national image from the perspective of the Supreme Leader of
the Revolution, which include "Pure Islam: the new and attractive word
and logic of the Islamic Republic”, "Principles and policies of the Islamic
Republic of Iran”, "Iran, the center and axis of resistance™, "Iran has a deep
history, culture and civilization”, "lranian nation's identity” and the
dimension "lran’'s territorial and human capacities and characteristics”.

Keywords: National image (brand), Iran, Components, Ayatollah Khamenei.
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