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Abstract

The spread of labour childs in the subway is a new problem that has led to an increase
social problem. An important issue regarding the work of these children is the
meaning and concept that work has for them. These meanings of work have clearly
been influenced by everyday experiences, social, economic and cultural challenges.
The aim of the study was to investigate the semantic perception of labour from
Tehran metro labourers childs perspective, in order creating a theoretical basis for
analyzing the meanings of labour from children perspectives, which was carried out
by adopting a qualitative approach. 14 child labourers in Tehran metro, aged 9 upto
15, were interviewed using purposive sampling. The selection of individuals,
conducting in-depth unstructured interviews, and data analysis continued until
theoretical saturation. Data collection was carried out through semi-structured
interviews and analyzed using theme analysis method. The validity of the research
was carried out using member validity, and the reliability of the research was
obtained using the intra-subject agreement method. The results showed; 20
subcategories and 5 main categories including; Contingency perception (family
economic status, family social status, flexibility and adaptation to work, family
supportive behavior), economic perception (financialneeds, financial responsibility,
adequate wages), social perception (source of social support, sociability, interpersonal
interactions with officers, interpersonal interactions with passengers), personal
perception (lack of need for special expertise and skills, job authonomy, child
abuse,educational restrictions, unknown aspirations), and cultural perception ((family
expectations, the role of work as an identity-finding factor, a sense of belonging to the
workplace, unpleasant experiences) have shaped the labour meanings in subway
labour children minds. These meanings have been formed under the influence of
everyday experiences, socioeconomic, and cultural challenges in labour children, and
understanding these meanings helps to better understand labour children needs and
implement more effective policies and programs.
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Extended abstract

Purpose

The purpose of study was to investigate and determine the semantic
perception of work from the perspective of child labourers in Tehran Metro
based on social reality, and the research sought to respond to the
dimensions of the semantic perception of work from the perspective of
child laborers in the Tehran Metro in order creating a theoretical basis for
analyzing the meanings of labour from children perspectives, which was
carried out by adopting a qualitative approach.

Methodology

This research was applied in terms of purpose and using a qualitative
approach. The subjects studied were all child laborers in the Tehran metro,
14 of whom were considered as a statistical sample through a purposive
judgmental sampling method. The age selection criterion for the samples
was 9 to 15 years. Data and information were collected in the field and
through semi-structured interviews, and the results of the interviews were
examined and analyzed using the theme analysis method. The process of
selecting individuals, conducting in-depth unstructured interviews, and
analyzing data continued until theoretical saturation was achieved,
meaning that no new data was obtained from the analysis of the interviews.
In total, 14 interviews were conducted in the research, although the data
were repetitive from the tenth interview onwards, but to ensure complete
theoretical saturation, it continued until the 14th interview. In order to
determine validity, member validity was used, in which the results of the
research were referred to the study subjects and confirmation of these
results by the study subjects showed that the research has the desired
validity. Reliability was also tested using the intra-subject agreement
method. In this method, another coder is asked to code several interviews
and the results are compared with the researcher's coding in terms of
similarity, and the percentage of agreement between the coders is
calculated, the total intra-subject agreement percentage was . 82 which is
considered a good reliability.

Findinds

The results of the interviews were analyzed using thematic analysis and the
analysis of the interviews into subcategories and their integration, and we
reached 5 main categories and 20 subcategories, and the categories of
contingent perception, economic perception, social perception, individual
perception, and cultural perception were proposed as the most important
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categories. According to the research results, the contingent perception of
children working in the Tehran Metro emphasizes the fact that children's
knowledge and experiences of metro work cannot be examined separately
and abstractly, but rather their perception of work depends on specific
social contexts and conditions such as: (migration), economic (family
needs, poverty), individual (adapting oneself to the work environment),
and family (absence or death or having a bad family guardian), which
sometimes this necessity and compulsion is beyond the children's control.
In general, the semantic perception of child laborers in Tehran's metro is
shaped by their daily experiences, social, economic, and cultural
challenges. This perception allows us to gain greater awareness of their
needs and perspectives and to develop more effective policies and
programs to support child laborers.

Limitations

This study, like other studies, faced some limitations. In this study, access
to some child laborers was difficult due to their social and economic
conditions. The research was conducted within a specific time period and
within the metro area, which may have affected the results. Also,
differences in the way children express and understand their experiences
can have a positive or negative impact on the results. Given that only
information related to child laborers in the Tehran metro was examined,
generalization of the results to other child laborers (street, workshop,
agricultural, etc.) should be done with caution.

Recommendations for Future Research

The results of the present study can be considered as a basis and a local
theoretical model for future research, and future researchers who will work
in this field can test the theoretical model of the present study in their
quantitative research and provide the basis for generalizing the results of
local research.

Practical Implications

The numerous challenges of child labor in the metro require the adoption
of strategies and proposals that can help those in charge in this regard
through these strategies. These strategies include such things as; creating
social campaigns to promote the culture of child labor visibility and
emphasizing their rights, organizing grassroots groups and non-
governmental organizations to support child laborers and their families,
including social and cultural strategies for child labor in the metro, which
can be implemented in various ways. On the other hand, effective
implementation of laws and regulations related to child labor and injecting
sufficient credibility into monitoring systems, providing legal advice and
support for child laborers and their families through the media, etc. can
give serious consideration to the issue of child labor from the perspective
of legal strategies. In the context of economic strategies for subway child
laborers, it can be mentioned that facilitating the entry of parents into the
labor market in order to reduce financial pressure on the family and



prevent the employment of children, as well as providing temporary
financial assistance to families who are under economic pressure due to
child labor can prevent unnecessary subway child labor and support the
rights of subway child laborers as a support strategy. Providing
psychological counseling services for subway child laborers to help them
manage negative emotions and strengthen self-esteem, organizing
recreational and entertainment programs for subway child laborers to
improve mental health and create positive experiences, including
psychological recovery and care strategies that can help raise awareness of
subway child laborers in Tehran and also prevent the accumulation of
latent anger in them towards society, this requires very serious attention in
prospective studies.

Keywords: Semantic Perception, Labour children, Metro, Tehran,
Contingency perception, Economic perception, Personal perception.
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