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Abstract

Statistics and figures in the tourism industry show that this industry is a golden
opportunity for all countries in the world to realize economic diversification and
develop the components of the domestic economy of the countries. Even the oil-
rich countries of Southwest Asia, including Saudi Arabia, are trying to strengthen
the drivers of the development of their tourism economy in order to reduce their
dependence on windfall oil revenues. The Islamic Republic of Iran, considering its
enormous and unique capacities in the field of cultural heritage and tourism, can
also take advantage of this opportunity to internalize the country's economy and get
rid of its dependence on oil revenues and crude sales within the framework of the
announced policies of the resistance economy. Purpose: This research examines the
position and institutional challenges in the field of cultural heritage and tourism in
advancing the general policies of the resistance economy. Method: By studying
resistance economy policies and previous research conducted in the field of tourism
and resistance economy and interviewing experts, existing challenges were
identified and structural themes were extracted using thematic analysis. Findings:
All institutional challenges in the field of cultural heritage and tourism were
divided into three structural themes (legislation, implementation, and supervision)
to advance general resistance economic policies. Conclusion: Since the field of
cultural heritage, and especially tourism, is an interdisciplinary field, there are
many institutions in the three fields of legislation, implementation, and supervision
related to the missions of this field because the field of tourism is able to involve
many institutional sectors.
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Extended abstract

Introduction

The resistance economy policies announced by the Supreme Leader have
been formulated as an important upstream document and are binding on
relevant agencies and institutions in order to increase the country's income
sources, create employment, reduce migration to metropolitan areas,
reduce the country's dependence on oil, and most importantly, achieve
social justice. The tourism industry in Iran, due to its high income-
generating nature and means, and also due to the fact that Iran has great
natural and human capacities in tourism, can play a pivotal role as part of
the country's economic development in reducing its dependence on oil.
Therefore, given that Iran is under comprehensive sanctions by the global
system and on the other hand, the global economy is facing unprecedented
crises, relying on domestic capacities such as cultural heritage and tourism
is an unquestionable priority for developing the country's economy and
should be a priority for the country's planners and policymakers. On the
other hand, institutions, as the third pillar of sustainable development,
usually have the resources and capabilities that structure the frequent
interactions between individuals, companies, civil society groups,
organizations, governments, and other entities of society. Williams and
Baumert state in the context of institutional capacity that this concept
actually reflects a broader enabling environment that forms the foundations
on which individuals and organizations interact with each other (Williams
and Baumert, 2003). The issue of tourism pathology from an institutional
perspective enables officials to prioritize issues in this field and identify
perceptions and expectations regarding the role of institutions and systems
in sustainable tourism development, so that they can improve the gap
between the current and desired situation (Mousavi, 1403). Therefore,
identifying and addressing the challenges related to institutions and
organizations interested in cultural heritage and tourism is the first and
most basic step to solving issues related to cultural heritage and tourism in
advancing economic goals of resistance. Because the institutional
challenges ahead in this field are much more complex than one might
imagine, the reason for this is the vastness of the tourism sector and its
interdisciplinary nature.

Methods
In this research, a qualitative method was used to conduct the work. To
extract the indicators, the results of past research in the field of tourism and
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resistance economy and the text of policies and laws related to resistance
economy, as well as interviews with policy experts, were used. The content
analysis method, which is one of the qualitative content analysis methods,
was used. Given that the purpose of the research is exploratory and seeks
to build concepts, patterns, and frameworks, our findings are not clear.

First, the resistance economy document and the results obtained from
previous research in the field of resistance economy and tourism, which
are also limited, are used, and the expert opinions of the interviewees
(experts and tourism policymakers) are also added to extract basic and
structured concepts and themes regarding institutional challenges in the
field of resistance economy and tourism.

Also, in this research, Krappendorff's alpha was used to measure
reliability because it is flexible and applicable for a relatively small sample
size. Accordingly, the accepted alpha should be at least 0.7. In this study,
the value obtained was 0.88.

Conclusion

Since the field of cultural heritage, and especially tourism, is an
interdisciplinary field, there are many institutions involved and interested
in the missions of this field, because the effectiveness and effectiveness in
this field involve many institutional sectors. Considering the three
challenges encountered (legislation, implementation, and supervision) in
the field of cultural heritage and tourism in advancing the macro goals of
the resistance economy, from this perspective, many of the challenges that
exist can be found in the discussion of legislation in the absence of strong
and transparent laws, and at the same time, coherent and efficient laws in
order to support and develop cultural heritage and tourism in the country.
The weakness of laws regarding the capacities of tourism development and
disregard for the many potential areas of this field in developing the
country's economic goals are among the fundamental challenges of
policymaking and upstream laws.

Also, the lack of moral and material support for the field of tourism and
its activists is part of the challenges in this industry, as various
governments in this field have usually not fulfilled their legal duties
properly and have caused numerous problems for activists in this field in
carrying out their affairs. On the other hand, the conflict of institutional
stakeholders in the field of cultural heritage and tourism has also been
manifested in the implementation sector, and this area has been a major
problem in actualizing the country's tourism capacities. In addition, the
issue of education and culture has been neglected and neglected by the
Ministry of Cultural Heritage, because this issue is one of the primary
pillars for the development of the tourism economy. The issue of culture
and specialized education of activists and people regarding the benefits of
tourism on the country's domestic economy can help the survival and
growth of tourism in all pillars and geographies of our country.

There are also weaknesses in the issue of supervision, which is due to
the lack of accurate and sufficient supervision of the abuses of some



individuals that are carried out in the name of developing cultural heritage
and tourism in the country, but behind the scenes, most of the matter is
about the commercialization of these individuals outside the laws. Even
governments themselves are sometimes not adequately supervised in
spending the budgets and supports they should provide. Therefore, the
attention of relevant institutions to comply with the laws and control this
issue should be one of the priorities of the supervisory bodies in order to
prevent circumvention of the law and violation of the rights of real tourism
activists.

Keywords: Cultural heritage, Tourism, Institutions, Resistance economy.
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