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Abstract

The present article critically examines the concept of structural holes in
social networks, with a particular focus on Chapter Seven of the television
program "Hosseinich Mo’alla" on the Instagram platform. It aims to redefine
the concept of “structural holes” within the indigenous cultural-religious
framework of Islamic societies and proposes the approach of "Islamic
Network Analysis." Employing a qualitative-combinative methodology that
includes Qualitative Social Network Analysis (QSNA), thematic analysis,
and multi-source content analysis, the study investigates the relational
structure, the role of intermediaries, and the impact of network gaps on
information flow and identity cohesion within the network.
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Extended abstract

This article critically interrogates Ronald Burt's theory of structural holes
within social networks and proposes a paradigm shift through the
introduction of "Islamic Network Analysis" (INA) as an alternative
analytical framework grounded in indigenous cultural-religious
epistemology. The study addresses a critical gap in the literature: the absence
of context-sensitive frameworks capable of capturing the complex interplay
of power, identity, and meaning within religious media networks in Islamic
societies. While Burt's theory (1992, 2004) has provided foundational
insights into how information gaps between network clusters create strategic
advantages for brokers, its direct application to Islamic contexts raises
profound epistemological and axiological concerns. Burt's framework rests
on individualistic ontology, value-neutral brokerage, and the
conceptualization of structural holes as opportunities for competitive
advantage—presuppositions that conflict fundamentally with Islamic ethics,
which prioritize collective welfare (maslahah), trust (amanah), justice (‘adl),
and sincere intention (niyyah), while viewing disunity as an existential threat
to the ummah.

Employing a qualitative-combinative methodology integrating
Qualitative Social Network Analysis (QSNA), thematic analysis (Braun &
Clarke, 2006), and multi-source content analysis (Graneheim & Lundman,
2004), this study examines the relational structure, intermediary dynamics,
and the impact of network gaps on information flow and identity cohesion
within Chapter Seven of the "Hosseinieh Mo'alla" television program on
Instagram. The corpus comprises 194 analytical units (posts) across 15
episodes, purposively sampled from the program's official Instagram
presence (@moallatv3). Data include videos, post texts, visual elements,
hashtags, and interactive metadata. Analysis proceeded through four stages:
open coding and thematic analysis; axial coding and thematic structuring;
semantic network modeling; and critical interpretation focusing on the
consequences of structural gaps for cohesion and legitimacy. Triangulation
and independent expert review ensured credibility.

The theoretical intervention of this research rests upon a fundamental
reconceptualization derived from rigorous Qur'anic lexical analysis.
Drawing from concepts such as fajj (wide paths between mountains), fatr
(creation), falaq (emergence of dawn), and sad' (natural fissure for growth),
the study distinguishes "resolutive gaps"—opportunities for innovation,
constructive questioning, and deepening inter-group communication. In
contrast, concepts rooted in shiqaq (deep fissures indicating discord), fatq
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(rending of connected things), and farj (disorder and imbalance) define
"problematic gaps” that engender social fragmentation, sectarian
polarization, and ultimately ~~precipitate~~ produce structural holes.
Critically, the Qur'anic concept of hufrah (pit or abyss of fire, Al 'Imran:
103) conceptualizes structural holes not as competitive advantages but as
existential threats to network survival—emerging from unresolved
problematic gaps that have been neglected or poorly managed. This
theoretical innovation directly challenges Burt's opportunity-centric view.

The findings reveal that network gaps within "Hosseinieh Mo'alla" bifurcate
into resolutive and problematic types. Problematic gaps—particularly those
rooted in sectarian boundaries between Shi'T and Sunni currents—disrupt
information flow, concentrate symbolic power among specific key actors,
and generate structural holes that threaten network existence. Key
intermediaries, including international youth reciters, clergy, Mahdi cultural
activists, and media producers, operate not as Burtian self-interested
entrepreneurs but as "just mediators" (muslihiin) whose actions are governed
by Islamic virtues. These intermediaries manage gaps intelligently by
facilitating information flow across disconnected network segments,
reducing sectarian tensions, and strengthening cohesion.

Thematic analysis identified seven macro-themes: (1) construction of
religious-political identity via media, (2) ritual renewal for collective
identity consolidation, (3) mediatization of religion as fusion of ritual and
entertainment, (4) dual identity construction (Iranian nationality and Shi'1
religion), (5) pattern-establishment for consolidating Islamic Revolution
discourse, (6) tradition-making as identity instrument, and (7) reconstruction
of the Mahdi ideal for political legitimacy consolidation. Each theme
manifests distinct gap dynamics and intermediary functions. Themes related
to martyrdom culture, Islamic Revolution discourse, and Mahdism employ
"moderate love" (mahabbat i'tidalT) for the Ahl al-Bayt to maintain political-
religious equilibrium. Themes involving ritual renewal and mediatization
demonstrate how media, through visual aesthetics, children's presence, and
creative digital art, generate resolutive gaps—such as questioning, criticism,
and innovation—while simultaneously facing threats from treacherous
actors and destructive auxiliary forces.

A critical finding concerns the significant underrepresentation of
prophethood (nubuwwah) relative to walayah (devotion to Imam 'Al7)
during Sha'ban—a month explicitly identified in Shi'7T traditions as
belonging to the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). Only two explicit
references to the Prophet appeared across all 194 posts, despite extensive
traditions emphasizing the centrality of prophetic veneration during this
month. While this imbalance has not yet generated immediate sectarian
polarization within the network, the theoretical model posits that sustained
neglect of prophetic discourse renders the network vulnerable to long-term
problematic gaps, particularly given the proximity of extremist elements and
destructive auxiliary forces to existing fault lines. Compensatory
mechanisms—the functioning of walayah and Mahdi discourses as buffers,
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the supra-religious identity of the Islamic ummah, and the network's
expansive nature—temporarily mitigate this vulnerability but do not
eliminate it.

The proposed Islamic Network Analysis framework advances three
major theoretical contributions. First, it accomplishes an ontological shift
from individualistic utility maximization to collective welfare, redefining
network positions as capacities for service rather than opportunities for
exploitation. Second, it provides the first systematic integration of Qur'anic
lexical analysis into network theory, distinguishing resolutive from
problematic gaps and reconceptualizing structural holes as existential
threats. Third, it offers an integrative model capable of explaining the
complex interplay between network structure, meaning-making processes,
and strategic management in religious media networks within Islamic
societies, contributing to the broader project of "decolonizing social theory".
Practically, the research offers actionable insights for cultural and media
policy-making in Islamic societies: balanced discursive representation of
prophethood and walayah to prevent inter-sectarian problematic gaps;
identification and strengthening of "loyalist intermediaries” who embody
trustworthiness, justice, and sincere intention; continuous monitoring of
destructive auxiliary forces proximate to problematic gaps; and proactive
management of resolutive gaps as opportunities for innovation without
compromising core cohesion. The study acknowledges limitations including
~~single-case-study focus~~ its single-case-study focus, suggesting future
comparative research across diverse religious media networks in the Islamic
world, longitudinal studies capturing network evolution over time, and
extension of the INA framework to economic, scientific, and political
networks within Muslim societies. Ultimately, this research demonstrates
that Islamic Network Analysis constitutes not merely an application of
existing methods to new contexts but a fundamentally novel paradigm
emerging from Islamic epistemology, with significant implications for
understanding power, identity, and meaning in digitally mediated religious
networks.

E-ISSN: 2588-655X / Center for Strategic Research / The Socio-cultural Strategy Journal of Rahbord
(@) 10.22034/scs.2025.546776.1739] (9 D oron G ccess
[ ~N~—~____&v |




@J&v/ﬁb

YA-YY o A0 Hla (B sls) o5 o slecds el JUo
VEF Y Ghady g VEE YT il g

WA ;5 (5, U8 L (slae i pgede (591519
40U s o Jucd e 590 ¢ oo
o155 b )3 (slro A 925150

Sy acble

(Jgns 00t s) ol 5lgal eyl o aupeds o8zl ¢ pwlidianol> (6,55 (sgmeiils

Email: fatemehrezaeee1400@gmail.com 0009-0009-3714-1417
et dbio LS ol

Sl el (ol ol8zils ollul elazz! pole 05,5 bl

Email: gjamshidi@ut.ac.ir 0000-0003-4639-5346

ouS

wliy pan Jab 5 9505 by oloizl slaaSd (o 5,ble slaosi pspie 55Ty b pol> Al
2zl 4 Sle (Lo iy popie iy yail g 5 el Slts) i 8 € Jan i sl
b Gigs Cnl Sl €UNA) (gollol oS Jloid 5,805, g5k g sollol aslyz (- S0 3 5 (oose
el g Siles Julow (QSNA) (S seloia (slaaSed Julod Joldb (oS - (S gy 65 )8
o8 plamadl g Slellll bz s 5 5 5 sl G caly; Lo (xtesiz Sy
aSed ol 5o LA a5 was oo (lis Liegh sleadl .cudl sols )3 aslllas 550 1) ;o500 aSll o
Gt 5 5x3l5 8l (oo B lgiear Lo )lS GBS 1030 5 o i jlalinns g 5Lu)lS £53 90 4,
St ez CannS 4 e loaline GLUISE & Iy WS o Jar bog S e Slbls)|
by LUK atedsn Cypde cplply W05 o0 aSd (LBLgp Sl oy Sl slaoyis
e 4 e syl (el (ol Sy pie g plonadl Lad> (gl (sl 5 (23 (syine slaxile
loaiee) Wlgoo (oole wod Gl n oglle allul aSd il 35Ss, aled 0 095000
slaglpn 5 pSin 5 (R plral Coghi w3 @325 Glils) 5 (a2 slag)li canln
23l 5 sled

St 15 )l (slao i ol 4 Jelows ( hS slaizl slaaSs Sl o lgands
GBI Jae

S 3 geloial 3yl oole dliluad [ 65 il y Coligliod oSy [YOAA-SOOX g Sl 5L

(@ 10.22034/sc5.2025.546776.1739) (O _® oren @ nccss

Caanth (§3yly oS uSind 931 0B ik el 9 sl e bican 5 b1gE 33 i e



mailto:fatemehrezaeee1400@gmail.com
mailto:gjamshidi@ut.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0009-0009-3714-1417
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4639-5346

VOl # 0% oL #) ot #10 JL @Jﬁ,fﬁ

o lo g doudio
i il 5 Shemme A o)lpen (Kb i eleixl lasly plyieds laails,
oaile, (ylos ol 55 ilosgas Lyl chalis o slagils slalozss Ll 5 sl
(Sl by g (roles (ible slaailis oS 5 0 055 hae Sl L g s
wlanss Joo (a0 SBol g srexr slacuse a4 (23S (gl wied 08 SglS 4
(ol Jlozws sbagSw Llis 5yl 5 00l e>g ! L .(Couldry, 2012)
koo VB S i b Tl (man 5 5 (giivo oozl (slaaSot o
s 1 elails, Sl ) asucSy conle Lsas (Statista, 2023) ailale Jls 1S
(0 05 Slp nae SChriun Glpea ]y 355 Ak sl 03 Jlge
Opolei- elaizl ©ja8 snamy leaSil gand 5o g (e Il il
J(Highfield & Leaver, 2016) &ilos ,S° ol

gl B gl )b azly 09 (Jluams 4 (e sladils, 5l IS Gl
Sl g baply clsims Jul p Boas il 5 oo adsl oldllas 35 a3 .o
.(Hoover, 2016; Hjarvard, 2008) sl 0345 Jiie Ll o] (6,ld - 5Ly,
b e 428,5 La5 0 oo slgiome JUl il dlieas Bose ail, al> ol o
9 mbhl el (Saij ol Jiams b glojes g pSagtens (08 4 99)9
aSL coaipd ol b Jadsds ladile, o) ol a5 85 IS 059> ol Sladllas 4o
Wt il ages avpe j3 T T 6Kk 5 s e b azas JS
09y Bl obs asdllas sl ol ¢ caglol)ly iz > -l (Lovheim & Lynch, 2011)
5553l T SRS 5 gl s sloaSis

@97z Olsieds NA) '€ gelaiz (sloaSios oo o 50,6 ymn (et 59
S8l wyy OLRAST e by, Bl Bl g ey ol GBS,
O 6,3 le lao,as» goldS i lai e ) ,o (Wasserman & Faust, 1994)
ALl sloaded (bl GBI oS wisy Co i 1) oK ol (Burt, 1992)
nled Jos olellbl JuS 5 6515 slp o p0l; placs b dliea aiily oo
wile gleojs> )0 5 (2)8 5 UsSw sla)lidl jo Sldllas (ul eane (il
(S B odazmn lrenny p ol adllas 5 43S O je0 slail o poe

(Whyte, 2022; Xiao & Tsui, 2007) ol ooy @dly cdac 90 o collul aolg> o 05394

1. Social Network Analysis




)

@é‘i’%,%]} b garins ( Slo, ¢ L-él.o;;.’?‘ sleasis o 6,k le oo 2> pspan (solSTg

b (Lot Slaogz ez dnugi 5 (castde §3lusag daejl sk SIS

Joles g bl glp slao e @ colll molgx jo Jlions laaSiils o)
gujshb ol blad pl oSy 5l wloas bod geie oo slalexas
Campbell, 2018;) Klodgas pal,8 1) code o, KicS colsle Coaii 5 cuo slacagn
Gloady ;) glad g glaisle Jdoas K5 (gew 3l g (Alimardani & Hashemi, 2020
W, Al clan! GG Gaew g wais glp b S auly e
) 095 codled a5 00 Seeli (sleasli  .(Boroumand, 2023; Rachman, 2022)
o« Jrs dns? soiin p aslip gomed ilosls axwgs ol Sliws] asile olagSiw
5l ISzt wllais oleaSs daasl p opl aiiws o Sauzw ool 6,501 sles
a5 s Glbbe 5 Ko 3 (Ko (us loly deixe Bausadys
iy kol Alis (oo s Al e oo e lalis glalaiaS wdgsiL
- aoly G o Oja8 glasll LSl S cnl aayd sy cpl o ol
ASd cpl 5 6l Gbddls 5 ol 4 ((Jre i) asls slaila,
A sl e 5 St s el Slellll ol r ol 2 G55
§3,135 oo

o g 6 ezl o a4 TG pole iy i (pl 4 gl ol
5 Gl (gloo i psgio oy iy il (g o € alld aSid Jeloor s
o glrasleg ol Las g Cogn w08 gla Sy wilgl a5 cwl oS &l
bl e ol pl Suo- Ko y8 sle Shg 4 oy (b bl pl 50
GG asly el o6 Gloogz i locasgase p alde sas o Lsas Sl oyl
2,8 slag IS ciilw glp oliw sledise; wlgh oo oz 9 B85 Ldos
il led 3 slagou Sl 65Ky 5 (3 plomadl gl ez )3 il
ol 4 SIL «GI_M L) Aol lalo - oo 4l o g sl
oeosh S g ol Blaal gl o ploul € ol asils Jloo» (g kas
30 el a5 355 5 o >l K0S, ol o 5 47 LS, & 500
SIS

1. Islamic Network Analysis - INA



VOl # 0% oL #) ot #10 JL @Jﬁ,fﬁ

Y

PLERY
@l 5 solll goloz (o S il yo 5 ksl laoyh> psghe iyl
5 Sag o0y Gla S oz G lp Coalled a0t oo Joe 5 0ol
Oge g0 sladile, o Lxs
iR Sl
O3S g ol s € (Jre dim? Al jo ol Kins aSls sl )
Slotlins 5 5l )lS OIS (olasynl; 5 b ax b (s 5 3lS
Golelo Ol ol ax LISl Sauns co S0 g Co e oSl (ol ol
Ly a5 53 (noled @08 @5 g @lie S8 wlellll (L2 slasSl
fa3,188 0
S, sile 4z Goyb ) €lae Ltod iy o blis glaglozis Y
Gl g Wlop oe (epdem (ol Casgpie Cul g Wy 4 oSl
fa)ls o) slap LS L Jolai 5 (29,5 009)3 plonadl 12 (6,50 4z laaal 9
5 oidoline sloanl B o glaSd slacdlss Jsle ylo Lebs 658 az Y
(b lp plossls ax Jolss (nl g 3)ls S92y (o pae slasal,
0315 S99 (£9,0 Sladad plp 5o (oolll OIS aSd (55l 5 Caeglie
Sz Lol 16 nly 65l 0 5 LALS siadign Cg e sl Jow o
€l slgiinng B ol glis |

G 0SB VAR am 5L ONA) (eletz] slaaSets Julod (65l Slgos (o) 2
oy ;o Slellbl by g S9& «j08 GRS SIS o ) glases oyl
Wby, € il slao amd a3 .ol 00905 dtn p Slojl g el Calisa
loaiss o bl | elacslsis o5 oo aST ol ol (V- F 134Y) &
w29 (5555 5 ulie J S TGS il (sl cotn 53 0], slaes b S
Blio a4y s yiws 51 Slellbl Co s 1068 oo 7 ykae (0lS dilie dus Oy i

5o yed laaSid Cumal 5 baog)S hee mlie Jobs 508 Cuye csRanls

1. Structural holes
2. Brokers
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