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Abstract

Despite the significant quantitative expansion of higher education and scholarly output in
the humanities over recent decades, these developments have not proportionately
enhanced governance quality, public policymaking, or the resolution of social problems
in the Islamic Republic of Iran. This situation suggests that the principal challenge lies
not in the shortage of knowledge production, but rather in the institutional disconnection
between science, the state, and society and the consequent inability to translate knowledge
into policy, institutions, and social action.The present study aims to explain the
dimensions of this institutional disjunction and to propose an indigenous model for
reconstructing the relationship between science, government, and society. The research
adopts a qualitative approach and is conducted through documentary analysis and
conceptual analysis. Data were collected from academic books, policy documents, and
scholarly publications and were interpreted through theoretical inference.The findings
indicate that the limited social effectiveness of the humanities results from three
interrelated institutional gaps. Within the scientific sphere, the dominance of quantitative
approaches, weak problem orientation, and limited interaction with decision-making
institutions have reduced societal impact. Within the governmental sphere, insufficient
mechanisms for evidence-informed policymaking and knowledge translation have
constrained the use of scientific capacities. Within the societal sphere, declining social
authority of knowledge and weak feedback mechanisms have undermined the relationship
between science and society.Based on these findings, the study proposes an indigenous
framework consisting of five interrelated components: professional wisdom, affirmative
problematization, shared epistemic identity, knowledge translation, and the redefinition
of the functions of scientific institutions. Organized within a cyclical process extending
from social reality to social action, this framework seeks to institutionalize continuous
interaction among science, government, and society. The proposed model may contribute
to strengthening knowledge-based policymaking, enhancing the effectiveness of the
humanities, and improving governance capacities in addressing complex social
challenges in Iran.

Keywords: Humanities, knowledge governance, scientific institution, public policy,
society, institutional disconnection, knowledge translation.
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Extended abstract
Purpose

Over the past four decades, the Islamic Republic of Iran has witnessed
remarkable quantitative growth in higher education and scientific production,
particularly in the field of the humanities. The expansion of universities,
research institutes, postgraduate programs, and scholarly publications has
considerably increased the country's scientific capacity. Nevertheless, this
quantitative development has not been accompanied by a proportional increase
in the role of the humanities in public policymaking, governance processes, and
the resolution of complex social problems. This paradox raises a fundamental
question: why has the expansion of scientific production not led to a
corresponding increase in the practical effectiveness of the humanities? The
present study argues that the central issue does not lie merely in the quantity or
even the quality of scientific output. Rather, the principal challenge is the
existence of an institutional disconnection among science, government, and
society, which prevents knowledge from being transformed into public policy,
institutional arrangements, and effective social action. The primary objective of
this study is therefore to explain the institutional dimensions of the
disconnection among science, government, and society and to provide an
indigenous model for reconstructing this relationship in the context of the
Islamic Republic of Iran. To this end, the paper pursues three questions: (1) what
are the principal dimensions of institutional disconnection among science,
government, and society in Iran; (2) how do these institutional gaps affect the
effectiveness of the humanities in governance and social problem-solving; and
(3) what institutional mechanisms can facilitate the reconstruction of the
relationship among science, government, and society?

Design/Methodology/Approach

This research is fundamental in terms of purpose and qualitative in terms of
methodological orientation. It employs documentary analysis and conceptual
analysis to investigate the institutional relationship among science, government,
and society. Data were collected through an extensive review of books, scientific
articles, policy reports, and official documents related to the humanities, science
policy, knowledge governance, and higher education. The selection of sources
was guided by three criteria: scientific credibility, direct relevance to the
research problem, and policy significance. The study draws upon two
complementary theoretical perspectives: institutionalism and knowledge
governance. Institutionalism emphasizes that social behavior is largely shaped
by formal rules, informal norms, and stable patterns of interaction, while
knowledge governance argues that knowledge constitutes the most important
strategic resource in contemporary societies. However, the Iranian context
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requires an additional normative and civilizational dimension, as the relationship
between science, government, and society is also grounded in cultural values,
collective identities, and religious and civilizational orientations. The analytical
process consisted of four stages: (1) reviewing theoretical literature and policy
documents; (2) identifying the major dimensions of institutional disconnection
among science, government, and society; (3) extracting strategic mechanisms
for reconstructing these relationships; and (4) developing an indigenous
conceptual model integrating the identified components.

Findings

The findings indicate that the reduced effectiveness of the humanities in Iran
results from three interconnected institutional disconnections. First, within
scientific institutions, although universities and research centers have expanded
considerably, a substantial portion of academic activities remains primarily
oriented toward internal academic indicators, such as publication outputs and
administrative requirements. Consequently, scientific production often lacks
systematic engagement with real societal problems and governance needs. Weak
problem orientation, insufficient interaction with policymaking institutions, and
the absence of effective mechanisms for knowledge translation have limited the
social influence of academic research. Second, within governmental institutions,
despite repeated emphasis on evidence-informed policymaking in national
policy documents, stable institutional mechanisms linking scientific institutions
and decision-making bodies remain underdeveloped. Policy decisions are
frequently influenced by short-term administrative considerations and
immediate political constraints rather than systematic scientific evidence.
Furthermore, intermediary institutions capable of translating academic findings
into policy recommendations are relatively weak. Third, within the relationship
between science and society, increasing distance between scientific production
and lived social experiences has contributed to declining social authority of
knowledge and reduced public trust in the humanities. This disconnection
manifests itself in communicative, cultural, and identity-related dimensions,
limiting the capacity of scientific institutions to understand social problems
accurately and to generate socially relevant knowledge. Based on these findings,
the study proposes an indigenous model consisting of five interconnected
components: professional wisdom (the integration of scientific knowledge,
professional  responsibility, and social commitment); affirmative
problematization (moving beyond purely descriptive and critical approaches
toward  constructive  problem  formulation and  solution-oriented
research); shared epistemic identity (developing a shared understanding
regarding the role of knowledge in public affairs to facilitate cooperation, trust,
and institutional coordination); knowledge translation (establishing
intermediary institutions, policy think tanks, and evidence-informed decision-
making mechanisms to translate scientific findings into policy-relevant
language); and redefinition of the function of scientific institutions (regarding
universities and research centers as integral components of a broader governance
and learning system). The proposed model conceptualizes the relationship
among science, government, and society as a dynamic and continuous cycle:
Social Reality — Problem Identification — Knowledge Production —
Knowledge Translation — Public Policymaking — Social Action — Social
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Feedback — Reformulation of Problems.

Research Limitations/Implications

This research focuses on the analysis of “official discourse,” "policy
documents,” and “conceptual frameworks," providing a depiction of "what
ought to be"; therefore, its results should not be directly extrapolated to the
current reality on the ground in Iran's scientific and policy institutions. The
primary limitation is the "implementation gap" between declared policies and
applied practices; specifically, it remains unclear how the proposed model would
be translated or potentially distorted within administrative processes and
budgetary allocations. Additionally, this study does not address the "reception
process" by policymakers, university administrators, and academic researchers,
nor does it examine the reactions (such as resistance or negotiation) they may
exhibit toward this model. Future research is encouraged to conduct empirical
studies examining the gap between high-level policy documents and executive
regulations within higher education and policy institutions, to test the proposed
model through field methods such as interviews and case studies with
policymakers and university administrators, and to explore through comparative
analysis how other countries have successfully institutionalized knowledge
translation mechanisms in their governance systems.

Practical Implications

The findings of this research are of significant importance for higher education
policymakers, university administrators, and governmental decision-makers.
The study demonstrates how institutional disconnections among science,
government, and society reduce the effectiveness of the humanities in
governance and social problem-solving. This study assists managers in
understanding how the absence of stable institutional mechanisms for
knowledge translation, weak problem orientation in academic research, and
insufficient interaction between scientific institutions and policymaking bodies
create significant barriers to evidence-informed policymaking. Moreover, the
proposed indigenous model provides a practical framework for designing
institutional reforms aimed at strengthening professional wisdom, affirmative
problematization, shared epistemic identity, knowledge translation, and the
redefinition of scientific institutions. The results can serve as a basis for revising
higher education policies and establishing intermediary institutions capable of
translating academic findings into policy recommendations and social action.

Social Implications

From a social perspective, this research reveals that the state in Iran, through its
higher education and science policy frameworks, must move beyond purely
guantitative expansion of scientific production toward establishing institutional
mechanisms that connect knowledge production with social problem-solving.
The study highlights the importance of strengthening feedback mechanisms
between society and scientific institutions, enabling universities and research
centers to remain closely connected to social realities and to continuously
receive societal feedback. This approach can contribute to reversing the
declining social authority of knowledge and rebuilding public trust in the
humanities. Awareness of the institutional disconnections identified in this study
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assists elites, civil society actors, and the academic community in viewing higher
education and science policy texts with a critical eye and creating spaces for
constructive dialogue regarding the social role of scientific knowledge. The
proposed model also envisions a broader governance and learning system in
which religious institutions provide normative orientation and civilizational
purposes, artistic institutions facilitate social communication and public
understanding, and families contribute to socialization and the reproduction of
scientific culture.

Originality/Value

The primary innovation of this article lies in offering a comprehensive
indigenous model for reconstructing the institutional relationship among
science, government, and society specifically tailored to the context of the
Islamic Republic of Iran. In contrast to prior studies, which have either
addressed the effectiveness of the humanities in general terms or applied
Western knowledge governance frameworks without considering local
normative and civilizational foundations, this research provides a systematic and
culturally grounded framework that integrates contemporary governance
theories with Iranian cultural values, collective identities, and religious and
civilizational ~orientations. The identification of three institutional
disconnections (scientific, governmental, and societal) and the proposal of five
interconnected components (professional wisdom, affirmative problematization,
shared epistemic identity, knowledge translation, and redefinition of scientific
institutions) offer a novel conceptualization of the knowledge governance
challenge in Iran. The dynamic and continuous cycle extending from social
reality to social action provides a practical and theoretically grounded
framework for institutional reform. Its value accrues to higher education
policymakers, university administrators, governmental decision-makers,
researchers interested in knowledge governance and science policy, and civil
society actors concerned with the social role of the humanities.
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