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Abstract

The present study, entitled “Social and Cultural Indicators of Child
Rights in Iranian Islamic Society: Identification and Analysis,” seeks
to identify the social and cultural indicators of child rights in Iranian
Islamic society and describe the content of each of them based on the
social and cultural contexts of Iranian society, the Islamic world, and
the international level .The qualitative research method is with a
content analysis research design. The findings show that child rights
in Islamic Iranian society have eight social and cultural indicators,
each of which has various dimensions and conceptual space. As a
result, in Islamic Iranian society, the definition of a child and the age
range of childhood also include the prenatal or fetal period from the
time of embryo formation, which is why various rights are defined
for the fetus, including the right to life; Accordingly, abortion is
illegal and rejected. In expressing the right of children to have a
family or a surrogate family, the Convention on the Rights of the
Child emphasizes adoption, but in Iran and the Islamic world, the
emphasis is on guardianship and custody.
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typology, prohibition of abortion, Islamic Covenant on the Rights of
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Extended abstract
Purpose

The present study, entitled "Social and Cultural Indicators of Child Rights
in Islamic Iranian Society: Identification and Analysis," seeks to identify the
social and cultural indicators of child rights in Islamic Iranian society and
describe the content of each of them based on the social and cultural contexts
of Iranian society, the Islamic world, and the international level. The
principal purpose of this study is therefore to identify the social and cultural
indicators of child rights in Islamic Iranian society and to describe the
content of each indicator based on these three contextual levels. To this end,
the paper pursues two questions: what are the social and cultural indicators
of child rights in Islamic Iranian society, and what is the meaning of each?

Design/Methodology/Approach

The present research is conducted with a qualitative approach and content
analysis method. In order to address the research problem and questions, the
researcher first identifies, initially examines, and selects relevant cases in an
exploratory step, and then studies and analyzes the existing documents and
information. In the next step, the researcher has defined the conceptual and
semantic space of each of the aforementioned indicators by presenting the
social and cultural indicators of children's rights in Iranian Islamic society.
Therefore, in the first step, and in order to identify the areas that are effective
in defining and determining the semantic space of children's rights in Iran,
the researcher identified the existing documents and information in an
exploratory step. Then, by screening the sources and information found with
a focus on "their originality," five different social and cultural areas that
were effective in determining the nature of children's rights in Iranian
Islamic society were selected: (1) Iranian laws and regulations; (2) domestic
policymaking in the three spheres of governance, government, and
bureaucracy; (3) international community policies; (4) Islamic religious
rulings; and (5) Islamic world policies (Covenant).

Findings

The findings show that children's rights in Iranian Islamic society have eight
social and cultural indicators: the definition of a child; the fundamental
rights of the child; the family and its alternatives; the health, welfare, and
security of the child; the education of the child; the expansion of special
protection for children; the protection of special children; and a child-
friendly society—each of which has diverse dimensions and conceptual
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space. In response to the research question, the types of children's rights
were presented in five determining social and cultural areas in Iranian
society in the form of a conceptual model. Each of the types was then
subjected to comparative qualitative content analysis from the perspective
of each of the five areas. The eight main concepts, with stage one and stage
two subsets for complex concepts, express the social and cultural types of
children's rights in Iranian Islamic society based on its five determining
areas. The set of rights proposed in the conceptual model is extracted in a
transparent and direct or implicit and indirect manner in five determining
social and cultural areas. The five social and cultural areas that determine
children’s rights in Iranian-Islamic society include laws and regulations in
Iran; domestic policies in the three spheres of governance, government, and
bureaucracy; policies of the international community; the rulings of Islam;
and policies of the Islamic world. There were similarities and differences in
the definition and elaboration of each type of child rights, which are
discussed in more detail during the presentation of the findings. However,
the most important issues that indicate the deep differences among the five
areas that determine children's rights in Iranian-Islamic society are related
to the definition of the concept of a child, the right to life, and the surrogate
family.

Research Limitations/Implications

This research has several limitations that should be acknowledged. First, the
qualitative nature of the research and its reliance on documentary and
content analysis may limit the generalizability of findings to broader
populations or to other cultural and legal contexts. Second, the study's focus
on five specific determining areas, while comprehensive, may not
exhaustively capture all social and cultural factors influencing children's
rights in Iranian Islamic society. Third, the comparative analysis of
international, Islamic, and domestic frameworks may be constrained by
differences in legal terminology, cultural interpretation, and the availability
of primary sources. Fourth, the study does not empirically test the proposed
conceptual model through field research or implementation, which limits the
ability to assess its practical feasibility and effectiveness. Accordingly, it is
suggested that future research conduct empirical studies examining the
practical implementation of the proposed indigenous indicators in Iranian
legal and policy frameworks, expand the comparative analysis to include
additional Islamic countries and legal traditions, and develop quantitative
indicators for measuring the effectiveness of child rights protections in
diverse social and cultural contexts.

Practical Implications

As a result of the findings, it is evident that in the domestic arenas of Iran
and the Islamic world, the definition of a child and the age range of
childhood also include the prenatal or fetal period from the time of embryo
formation. For this reason, various rights are defined for the fetus, including
the right to life; accordingly, abortion is prohibited and rejected. In contrast,
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in international rules centered on the Convention on the Rights of the Child,
the fetal period is not included in childhood, and abortion is permitted as the
main characteristic of the right to life, and even the most important and
fundamental right for children in the prenatal period is ignored. Furthermore,
in stating the right of children to have a family or a surrogate family, the
Convention on the Rights of the Child emphasizes adoption, but in Iran and
the Islamic world, adoption is completely prohibited and rejected; instead,
the issue of guardianship and custody has been emphasized because
guardianship and custody reduce the possibility of the rights of children who
are entrusted to others for care being violated. Such a matter is not unrelated
to the issue of children's right to their safety. Finally, it should be said that
the formal and executive structure of children's rights in Iran and the Islamic
world needs further review in order to define and promote indigenous
children's rights or types that are appropriate to the domestic social and
cultural contexts. This is in line with avoiding copying cases from the
Convention on the Rights of the Child at the executive level; it is also an
effort to identify cases of children's rights that are appropriate to the
domestic contexts of the Iranian Islamic society and that also provide a
definition and executive guarantee for the child class. It is suggested that in
the political arena, the main institution related to children's rights, which is
the national authority for the Convention on the Rights of the Child, should
study and carefully examine the dimensions of children's rights, especially
in the social and cultural contexts of the Iranian Islamic society, over time;
finally, it should compile indigenous indicators of children's rights and
present them in the international community, especially at meetings of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, and emphasize the preservation of
the indigenous nature of children's rights; and finally, it should scrutinize
and follow up on its reservation.

Social Implications

From a social perspective, this research reveals that the definition and
content of children's rights are not universal but are shaped by the social and
cultural contexts of each society. The findings highlight significant
differences between international frameworks and Islamic-Iranian domestic
frameworks, particularly regarding the definition of childhood, the right to
life, and family arrangements. These differences have profound implications
for how children's rights are understood, protected, and implemented in
Iranian society. The study underscores the importance of developing
indigenous indicators of children's rights that are consistent with the social
and cultural contexts of Iranian Islamic society while also engaging
constructively with international frameworks. At the level of overall policy,
the central recommendation is to move beyond the mere adoption of
international conventions and toward the development of indigenous
frameworks that reflect the values, legal traditions, and social realities of
Iranian society. This approach would not only enhance the effectiveness of
child rights protections but also strengthen the legitimacy of these
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protections in the eyes of the Iranian public.

Originality/Value

The primary innovation of this article lies in offering a comprehensive and
indigenous analysis of the social and cultural indicators of child rights in
Iranian Islamic society, based on a comparative content analysis of five
determining areas: Iranian laws and regulations, domestic policymaking,
international community policies, Islamic religious rulings, and Islamic
world policies. In contrast to prior studies that have either addressed
children's rights in general terms or applied international frameworks
without considering the Iranian Islamic context, this research provides a
systematic and culturally grounded analysis that identifies eight social and
cultural indicators and their diverse dimensions. The identification of
significant  differences between international and Islamic-Iranian
frameworks—particularly regarding the definition of childhood, the right to
life, and the surrogate family—offers a novel contribution to the literature.
The proposed conceptual model provides a practical and theoretically
grounded framework for developing indigenous indicators of children's
rights. Its value accrues to policymakers, legal scholars, child rights
advocates, and researchers interested in the intersection of Islamic law,
international human rights, and social and cultural contexts.
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