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Abstract

Network governance is the result of interactions between different actors in the
field of governance. The purpose of this research is to present a model of network
governance from the perspective of Ayatollah Khamenei. The research method is
qualitative with an inductive approach. Content analysis was used to analyze the
data. In order to extract basic themes, overarching themes, and organizing themes
of all of Ayatollah Khamenei's statements, from the beginning of his presidency in
the period from June 15, 1368 to the end of September 14, 1403, a total of 1, 991 of
his speeches and statements over the past 36 years were examined. The findings
from content analysis included 1, 306 basic themes, 48 organizing themes, and 5
overarching themes. The results indicate that the network governance model from
the perspective of the Supreme Leader has 5 main dimensions, including
"prerequisites and context for the formation of network governance", "stages and
process of network governance”, "levels of network governance”, “structures of
network governance”, and "factors for strengthening and stabilizing network
governance".
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Extended abstract

Introduction

The present era, characterized by information technology, social networks,
the Internet, and changes in communication methods, has brought about
many changes in our lives, which have significant effects on the process of
governance and management. With the growth of various dimensions of
society and the emergence of various types of technology, as well as the
spread of emerging problems and challenges in the administration of social
affairs, countries have been forced to make changes in their governance
methods. The complexity of today's societies is such that governments
alone cannot respond to its complex issues, and the necessity of public
participation and other civil society institutions is clearly evident; in such
circumstances, network governance, which is one of the types of
governance, becomes relevant. Network governance refers to a method of
public affairs and policymaking in which a group of governmental and
non-governmental actors, such as private companies, non-governmental
organizations, pressure groups, and citizens cooperate and interact with
each other in a network of formal or informal relationships to solve public
problems, create public value, and provide public services. On the other
hand, the process of realizing the Islamic Revolution is in the stage of
forming an Islamic state. The government does not mean a cabinet; Rather,
it includes the set of government agents; that is, all the people, which is
necessary for the practical implementation of the Islamic government and
the realization of its goals; therefore, paying attention to network
governance as a tool for operationalizing the Islamic government, using the
collective participation of various social groups, will have special and
strategic importance. In the macro policies of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
including Article 26 of the Constitution, the presence of various social
groups, such as parties and organizations, in various social fields has been
emphasized; also, Article 19 of the country's cultural policy principles,
which refers to expanding the scope of people's participation and
stewardship in various matters, and also Chapter Two of the country's
cultural engineering plan, which includes the foundations, values, and
principles, which refers to "people's cooperation and participation.”
Therefore, network governance is an efficient tool for governing society
with the help of various social organizations to respond to the real needs of
society. Through network governance, the dense and potential material and
spiritual capacities within the society can be brought to the field and used
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to solve society's problems. Despite extensive research on network
governance and the thoughts of the Supreme Leader, a systematic model
derived from his perspective has not yet been presented, and this is an
important gap that this study seeks to fill.

Obijective

This research seeks to present a network governance model in the thought
of Ayatollah Khamenei. The main objective of this research is to explain
the dimensions and characteristics of the network governance model in the
thought of the Supreme Leader, and the secondary objectives include: the
foundations and contexts of formation, stages and processes, levels and
structures, and factors and components of strengthening and stabilizing the
network governance model from his perspective.

Methodology
This research was conducted qualitatively with an inductive approach
using the "content analysis” method and uses the interpretive paradigm.
The research data was collected from the statements and speeches of
Ayatollah Khamenei. The scope of the research in the present study is all
the statements of the Leader of the Islamic Revolution of Iran, from the
beginning of his presidency, that is, from June 15, 1989 to September 31,
1984, which includes 1991 of his speeches and statements. The statistical
population includes the statements of the Supreme Leader in the fields of
governance, cooperation, jihadi management, participation, and synergy,
and the samples were selected purposefully. For purposive sampling, the
keywords  “solidarity”,  “synergy”,  “empathy”,  “coordination”,
“participation”, “cooperation”, “governance” and “jihadi management”
were used to search the text of the statements, and a purposive non-random
sampling of 285 texts was conducted. Data analysis was conducted in six
systematic stages: familiarization with the data, creation of initial codes,
search and identification of themes, drawing thematic network, analyzing
thematic network, merging and re-integrating the text, and preparing the
final report.

Results

The results of the content analysis conducted in six steps on 285 texts and
the extraction of 1306 basic themes, 48 organizing themes, and 5 main
overarching themes were categorized as follows:

1. Prerequisites and context of formation: Includes three key categories:
a) actors and role-players (people, officials, enemies, various
institutions, media, elites), b) mutual relationships between role-
players (two-way relationship between people and the government,
mutual relationship between officials with each other, mutual
relationship between countries), ¢) key components (common goals,
social capital, popular mobilization)

2. Stages and process of network governance: Includes a seven-stage
cycle: identifying problems, participation and solidarity,
policymaking, policy implementation, policy facilitation and



adjustment, monitoring and evaluation, and network expansion and
development.

3. Network governance levels: Includes three main levels: a) human
levels (individual, group), b) geographical levels (local, national,
international), c) conceptual levels (cultural, political, military,
industrial, social, economic, security, scientific)

4. Network governance structures: Includes six main and essential
elements: institutional structures, information structures, network
structures, educational and empowerment structures, participatory
structures, and monitoring and evaluation structures.

5. Strengthening and stabilizing factors: Includes ten important and key
factors: trust, support from different groups, development of network
relationships, accountability of the governance system, national
solidarity, national determination, participation in international
governance, integrity and empathy, jihadi management, and
overcoming challenges.

Conclusion

This research presented a model of network governance and identified its
key components in the thought of Ayatollah Khamenei and attempted to
present a model for network governance based on his statements.
Considering the stages of the research and the findings of the research,
which were extracted from the text of his statements on network
governance using the method of content analysis and an inductive
approach, the model drawn clearly shows that network governance is
achieved when five main axes and their sub-components are considered.
When network governance is effectively formed, it not only responds to
the social, economic, and cultural needs of Islamic societies, but can also
act as a comprehensive model for sustainable development and all-round
progress in other countries. The results of this research can help enrich the
scientific literature in the field of designing and developing network
governance models based on Islamic principles and the experiences of
Islamic countries. By applying the model obtained in various fields, it is
possible to achieve better management of the affairs of Islamic countries
and pave the way for the realization of a new Islamic civilization. The
results of this research can also be used for a comparative study of network
governance patterns in the world. At the micro level, using the results of
this research, the network governance pattern derived from Ayatollah
Khamenei's thought can be used to guide and lead various trade union,
labor, student, professor, employee, economic, political (party), cultural,
and legal organizations and their effective application.

Keywords: Governance, Network Governance, Ayatollah Khamenei,
Content Analysis.
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Abstract

In the framework of the current world system, many countries have realized the
importance of creating and promoting the appropriate national image of their
country. So that all governments, companies and individuals choose appropriate
strategies to improve their global image and take appropriate actions based on that.
Paying attention to nation branding and choosing targeted strategies in order to
create a worthy nation brand creates many different opportunities for the country.
In general, the positive and international image of a country, apart from its
popularity and attractiveness, also refers to wider dimensions such as economy,
culture, art, politics, etc.

In this research, we tried to obtain the components of the optimal national
image from the perspective of Ayatollah Khamenei as a religious thinker and the
leader of the Islamic Revolution, using documentary and library methods, in order
to promote the Islamic Republic of Iran in the international arena based on these
components. For this purpose, with the method of thematic analysis, we reached 6
dimensions of the optimal nation image from the perspective of the Supreme
Leader of the Revolution, which include "Pure Islam: the new and attractive logic
of the Islamic Republic", "Principles and policies of the Islamic Republic of Iran",
"Iran, the center and axis of resistance"”, "lran with a rich history, culture and
civilization", "characteristics of the Iranian nation" and then "territorial capacities
and characteristics of Iran" and then we extracted the components of the ideal
national image from his point of view, which includes 34 components.

Keywords: National image (brand), Iran, Components, Ayatollah Khamenei.
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Extended abstract

Within the framework of the current global system, many countries have
realized the importance of creating and promoting a national image
appropriate to their country. In such a way that all governments, companies
and individuals have chosen appropriate strategies to improve their global
image and take appropriate actions based on them. Paying attention to
national branding and choosing targeted strategies in order to create a
worthy national brand creates various and abundant opportunities for the
country in question. In general, a positive and international image of a
country, in addition to popularity and attractiveness, also refers to broader
dimensions such as economy, culture, art, politics, etc.

Let us address the issue of the dimensions and components of a
desirable national image or national brand from the perspective of the
Supreme Leader of the Revolution and extract them. First, we defined
national brand and national branding and then addressed the main
questions.

In this regard, in this study, we tried to obtain the components of the
desired national image from the perspective of Ayatollah Khamenei as a
religious thinker and leader of the Islamic Revolution using the inductive
content analysis method and the purposeful sampling method, so that based
on these components, we could address the integrated promotion of the
Islamic Republic of Iran in the international space. Of course, at the
beginning of this study, we answered the sub-question of this study and
presented the definition of national image (national brand) and national
image (national branding) from among the various definitions of domestic
and foreign scholars who are experts on this issue. In defining the national
brand, after expressing the opinions of various scholars, we chose Mr.
Bidollakhani's definition using Bahman's opinion as our own opinion. This
definition is: "The image of the country is the subjective and objective
attitudes of international audiences towards a nation that are guided by
governments, media, specific beliefs and public feelings and have
functional, normative, aesthetic and emotional dimensions.” And in the
definition of national branding, we reached the comprehensive definition
of Rojasmendes and Khosnavis. Recognizing the gap in a comprehensive
conceptual or theoretical definition of national branding, Rojasmendes and
Khosnavis, while utilizing other definitions of this concept and considering
other neglected elements, have presented this broad definition of national
branding:

“National branding is a systematic strategic process of involving the
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public and private sectors in order to design a branding strategy for the
country, convey the fundamental values and national identity of the
country, and apply branding strategies and methods to promote the image
of a country, improve the reputation of the country among different
audiences, differentiate a country from other countries, and achieve
economic, social, political, commercial, and international competitiveness”
(Qasemi and Bashir, 1403, p. 12)

Then, we addressed the main question of this research. In this regard,
using the inductive content analysis method, we arrived at 6 dimensions of
the desired national image from the perspective of the Supreme Leader of
the Revolution, which include "Pure Islam: the new and attractive word
and logic of the Islamic Republic”, "Principles and policies of the Islamic
Republic of Iran”, "Iran, the center and axis of resistance™, "Iran has a deep
history, culture and civilization”, "lranian nation's identity” and the
dimension "lran’'s territorial and human capacities and characteristics”.

Keywords: National image (brand), Iran, Components, Ayatollah Khamenei.
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Abstract

The issue of hijab and dress code is one of the essential pillars of an Islamic
university, and finding strategies for its improvement and promotion requires
reference to religious sources and expert opinion. Therefore, understanding the
discourse of the Supreme Leader—as the Shiite authority and guardian jurist—on
the matter of hijab is a social necessity in identifying effective strategies for
promoting it within universities. This qualitative research, using content analysis
method, first examined the Supreme Leader’s statements on hijab. Then, through
semi-structured interviews, the extracted categories were presented to 23 university
professors and scholars familiar with religious studies. After their validation,
practical strategies for improving and enhancing the dress code in universities were
identified based on the insights of these experts. The findings indicate that
university activities in cultural and psychological domains (such as organizing
hijab fashion design festivals, facilitating access to modest clothing at affordable
prices, strengthening ties with Islamic universities, and creating gender-specific
recreational spaces) play a vital role in honoring and enhancing students’ self-
esteem as Muslims. Moreover, strategies in educational and disciplinary domains
(such as developing academic materials on hijab from a global studies perspective,
and requiring cultural engagement for norm-breaking students) are among the most

effective approaches to improving the hijab situation in university environments.
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Extended abstract

Introduction

The Islamic Revolution of Iran introduced a distinct civilizational
discourse grounded in the inseparable relationship between religion,
knowledge, and culture. Within this discourse, the university has
consistently been regarded as a strategic institution responsible not only for
scientific advancement but also for the cultural, moral, and identity
formation of future generations. The Supreme Leader of the Islamic
Revolution has repeatedly emphasized that a university detached from
religious and moral values would fail to fulfill its transformative mission
and could even become a source of irreparable social and cultural harm.
Consequently, the Islamization of universities is not limited to curricular
reforms or scientific orientation, but extends to the cultivation of Islamic
lifestyle, ethics, and visible cultural symbols, among which hijab and dress
code occupy a central position.

Hijab, as a fundamental component of Islamic cultural and moral
identity, functions simultaneously at individual, social, and civilizational
levels. It represents not merely a legal or behavioral requirement, but a
multidimensional concept encompassing human dignity, moral self-
regulation, gender relations, social security, and cultural authenticity. In
university environments—where young adults undergo critical stages of
identity formation and socialization—the issue of hijab becomes
particularly significant. Universities serve as arenas where competing
cultural discourses intersect, including religious, secular, globalized,
feminist, and liberal narratives. As a result, the manner in which hijab is
addressed within universities reflects broader orientations in cultural
policymaking and reveals the depth and coherence of value-based
governance in higher education.

In recent years, Iranian universities have faced increasing challenges
regarding dress code compliance and the promotion of hijab. These
challenges have been intensified by factors such as the expansion and
massification of higher education, the growing influence of global media, the
rise of individualistic value systems, and the emergence of critical or
oppositional discourses toward compulsory hijab—particularly among
educated youth. In many cases, institutional responses have been
fragmented, reactive, or overly disciplinary, lacking a coherent cultural and
educational framework capable of addressing the underlying identity,
psychological, and social dimensions of the issue. Such approaches often
generate resistance, deepen the gap between official policies and student
attitudes, and ultimately undermine the legitimacy of cultural interventions.
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In contrast, the Supreme Leader’s discourse on hijab consistently
emphasizes cultural persuasion, rational explanation, dignity-based
approaches, and the avoidance of purely coercive or superficial measures.
From this perspective, hijab is framed as a civilizational value rooted in
human nature (fitrah), moral awareness, and cultural self-respect, rather
than a mere external obligation. Therefore, revisiting university hijab
policies through the lens of the Supreme Leader’s discourse offers an
opportunity to move beyond reductionist or control-oriented strategies and
toward a comprehensive, value-based, and context-sensitive model of
cultural policymaking.

Despite the centrality of this discourse, existing academic research on
hijab in Iranian universities has largely focused on attitude surveys,
sociological correlates, or pathology-oriented analyses of non-compliance.
While valuable, these studies often lack a normative and strategic
framework grounded in authoritative Islamic discourse and rarely translate
findings into prioritized, institution-specific policy recommendations.
Moreover, no prior study has systematically extracted policy-relevant
principles from the Supreme Leader’s statements on hijab and
operationalized them through expert consensus within the university
context. The present study seeks to fill this gap.

Purpose

The primary purpose of this study is to identify, conceptualize, and
prioritize effective strategies for improving and promoting hijab and
appropriate dress codes in Iranian universities based on the discourse of the
Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution. The research aims to bridge the
gap between macro-level cultural principles articulated in authoritative
religious discourse and micro-level policy practices within higher
education institutions.

Specifically, the study pursues the following objectives:

To analyze and extract key conceptual, cultural, and normative
components related to hijab, women’s identity, university culture, and
Islamic lifestyle from the Supreme Leader’s statements.

To validate and contextualize these extracted components through
consultation with university scholars and experts familiar with religious
studies and higher education culture.

To develop a categorized and prioritized set of practical strategies for
universities that align with cultural, psychological, educational, and
disciplinary dimensions of hijab promotion.

To provide a policy-relevant framework that can inform culturally
persuasive, dignity-oriented, and sustainable approaches to hijab in
university environments.

In line with these objectives, the study addresses two central research
questions:

How does the Supreme Leader conceptualize hijab in relation to the
university as a scientific and cultural institution?

What strategies can be derived from this discourse, as interpreted and
refined by academic experts, to improve the state of hijab and dress code in
universities?



Methodology

Given the exploratory nature of the research and the normative-cultural
complexity of the subject matter, a qualitative research design was
adopted. The study employed a two-stage methodological approach
combining qualitative content analysis and semi-structured expert
interviews. This methodological triangulation enabled the integration of
authoritative discourse analysis with field-based expert insights, thereby
enhancing both theoretical depth and practical relevance.

Stage One: Qualitative Content Analysis of the Supreme Leader’s
Statements.

In the first stage, a qualitative content analysis was conducted on the
statements of Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, the Supreme Leader of the
Islamic Revolution, from the beginning of his leadership until the end of
2023. The data corpus was compiled from official and authoritative
sources, primarily the Supreme Leader’s official website. Statements
addressing themes such as hijab, chastity, women’s identity, university
culture, Islamic lifestyle, Western cultural critique, and cultural
policymaking were systematically collected.

An inductive content analysis approach was employed, focusing on
manifest content rather than latent or heavily interpretive themes. More
than 500 textual excerpts were extracted and coded. Through iterative
coding and categorization, these excerpts were organized into
subcategories and higher-order categories reflecting recurring concepts and
value orientations. The analysis aimed to identify policy-relevant
dimensions rather than theological exegesis, ensuring applicability to the
university context.

Stage Two: Semi-Structured Interviews with Academic Experts
In the second stage, the extracted categories were presented to a
purposively selected group of 23 university professors and scholars.

Selection criteria included: (1) academic expertise in cultural studies,
religious studies, sociology, or education; (2) familiarity with the Supreme
Leader’s discourse; and (3) a minimum of five years of university teaching
or research experience. Participants were drawn from multiple provinces,
including Tehran, Qom, Mashhad, Isfahan, and Shiraz, and represented
various academic ranks.

Semi-structured interviews were conducted to achieve two objectives:
first, to validate and refine the extracted categories; and second, to elicit
practical strategies for promoting hijab in universities based on these
categories and the experts’ lived experience of academic environments.

Interviews continued until theoretical saturation was reached. All
interviews were transcribed, thematically organized, and reviewed by
participants for accuracy and confirmation.

The integration of content analysis and expert interviews allowed the
study to move from abstract discourse to actionable strategies, aligning
macro-level ideological principles with micro-level institutional realities.

Findings
The findings of the study are organized into two main parts: (1) the
conceptual framework derived from the Supreme Leader’s discourse, and




Vol. 14, No. 4, Issue. 58, Winter 2026

(2) the prioritized strategies for improving hijab in universities as proposed
by experts.

Conceptual Framework

The content analysis yielded a set of interconnected categories clustered
under four overarching domains: cultural, psychological, educational, and
disciplinary. Central concepts included the strengthening of Muslim
women’s identity, enhancement of self-esteem and dignity, promotion of
Islamic lifestyle, provision of gender-appropriate spaces, presentation of
positive role models, critical awareness of Western representations of
women, and the centrality of cultural persuasion over coercion.

Hijab was consistently framed not as an isolated dress requirement but
as an outcome of deeper processes of identity formation, moral awareness,
and cultural belonging. The university, in this framework, functions as
both a site of knowledge production and a cultural ecosystem responsible
for nurturing religious consciousness and ethical conduct.

Strategic Recommendations
Based on expert consensus, strategies were prioritized into two main
domains:

1- Cultural and Psychological Strategies:These strategies emphasize
empowerment,  dignity, and  positive  engagement.  Key
recommendations include organizing hijab fashion design festivals,
facilitating access to affordable modest clothing, collaborating with
producers of Islamic attire, showcasing diverse Islamic dress cultures,
promoting religious and cultural events, providing gender-specific
recreational spaces, and offering incentives and recognition for hijab-
compliant students. These measures aim to enhance students’ sense of
self-worth, belonging, and voluntary commitment to hijab.

2- Educational and Disciplinary Strategies:This domain includes
curriculum development on hijab and Islamic lifestyle from a global
and comparative perspective, engagement with committed and value-
oriented faculty, collaboration with universities in Islamic countries,
structured responses to norm violations, and the establishment of clear
yet proportionate disciplinary frameworks. Importantly, experts
emphasized that disciplinary measures should be embedded within
broader educational and cultural processes rather than functioning as
isolated or punitive interventions.

Overall, the findings underscore that effective hijab promotion in
universities requires an integrated, dignity-centered, and culturally
persuasive approach rooted in authoritative Islamic discourse and adapted
to the lived realities of academic life.

Keywords: Hijab; Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei; Higher Education
Institutions; Human Dignity; Education.
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Abstract

The spread of labour childs in the subway is a new problem that has led to an increase
social problem. An important issue regarding the work of these children is the
meaning and concept that work has for them. These meanings of work have clearly
been influenced by everyday experiences, social, economic and cultural challenges.
The aim of the study was to investigate the semantic perception of labour from
Tehran metro labourers childs perspective, in order creating a theoretical basis for
analyzing the meanings of labour from children perspectives, which was carried out
by adopting a qualitative approach. 14 child labourers in Tehran metro, aged 9 upto
15, were interviewed using purposive sampling. The selection of individuals,
conducting in-depth unstructured interviews, and data analysis continued until
theoretical saturation. Data collection was carried out through semi-structured
interviews and analyzed using theme analysis method. The validity of the research
was carried out using member validity, and the reliability of the research was
obtained using the intra-subject agreement method. The results showed; 20
subcategories and 5 main categories including; Contingency perception (family
economic status, family social status, flexibility and adaptation to work, family
supportive behavior), economic perception (financialneeds, financial responsibility,
adequate wages), social perception (source of social support, sociability, interpersonal
interactions with officers, interpersonal interactions with passengers), personal
perception (lack of need for special expertise and skills, job authonomy, child
abuse,educational restrictions, unknown aspirations), and cultural perception ((family
expectations, the role of work as an identity-finding factor, a sense of belonging to the
workplace, unpleasant experiences) have shaped the labour meanings in subway
labour children minds. These meanings have been formed under the influence of
everyday experiences, socioeconomic, and cultural challenges in labour children, and
understanding these meanings helps to better understand labour children needs and
implement more effective policies and programs.

Keywords: Semantic Perception, Labour children, Metro, Tehran.
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Extended abstract

Purpose

The purpose of study was to investigate and determine the semantic
perception of work from the perspective of child labourers in Tehran Metro
based on social reality, and the research sought to respond to the
dimensions of the semantic perception of work from the perspective of
child laborers in the Tehran Metro in order creating a theoretical basis for
analyzing the meanings of labour from children perspectives, which was
carried out by adopting a qualitative approach.

Methodology

This research was applied in terms of purpose and using a qualitative
approach. The subjects studied were all child laborers in the Tehran metro,
14 of whom were considered as a statistical sample through a purposive
judgmental sampling method. The age selection criterion for the samples
was 9 to 15 years. Data and information were collected in the field and
through semi-structured interviews, and the results of the interviews were
examined and analyzed using the theme analysis method. The process of
selecting individuals, conducting in-depth unstructured interviews, and
analyzing data continued until theoretical saturation was achieved,
meaning that no new data was obtained from the analysis of the interviews.
In total, 14 interviews were conducted in the research, although the data
were repetitive from the tenth interview onwards, but to ensure complete
theoretical saturation, it continued until the 14th interview. In order to
determine validity, member validity was used, in which the results of the
research were referred to the study subjects and confirmation of these
results by the study subjects showed that the research has the desired
validity. Reliability was also tested using the intra-subject agreement
method. In this method, another coder is asked to code several interviews
and the results are compared with the researcher's coding in terms of
similarity, and the percentage of agreement between the coders is
calculated, the total intra-subject agreement percentage was . 82 which is
considered a good reliability.

Findinds

The results of the interviews were analyzed using thematic analysis and the
analysis of the interviews into subcategories and their integration, and we
reached 5 main categories and 20 subcategories, and the categories of
contingent perception, economic perception, social perception, individual
perception, and cultural perception were proposed as the most important
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categories. According to the research results, the contingent perception of
children working in the Tehran Metro emphasizes the fact that children's
knowledge and experiences of metro work cannot be examined separately
and abstractly, but rather their perception of work depends on specific
social contexts and conditions such as: (migration), economic (family
needs, poverty), individual (adapting oneself to the work environment),
and family (absence or death or having a bad family guardian), which
sometimes this necessity and compulsion is beyond the children's control.
In general, the semantic perception of child laborers in Tehran's metro is
shaped by their daily experiences, social, economic, and cultural
challenges. This perception allows us to gain greater awareness of their
needs and perspectives and to develop more effective policies and
programs to support child laborers.

Limitations

This study, like other studies, faced some limitations. In this study, access
to some child laborers was difficult due to their social and economic
conditions. The research was conducted within a specific time period and
within the metro area, which may have affected the results. Also,
differences in the way children express and understand their experiences
can have a positive or negative impact on the results. Given that only
information related to child laborers in the Tehran metro was examined,
generalization of the results to other child laborers (street, workshop,
agricultural, etc.) should be done with caution.

Recommendations for Future Research

The results of the present study can be considered as a basis and a local
theoretical model for future research, and future researchers who will work
in this field can test the theoretical model of the present study in their
quantitative research and provide the basis for generalizing the results of
local research.

Practical Implications

The numerous challenges of child labor in the metro require the adoption
of strategies and proposals that can help those in charge in this regard
through these strategies. These strategies include such things as; creating
social campaigns to promote the culture of child labor visibility and
emphasizing their rights, organizing grassroots groups and non-
governmental organizations to support child laborers and their families,
including social and cultural strategies for child labor in the metro, which
can be implemented in various ways. On the other hand, effective
implementation of laws and regulations related to child labor and injecting
sufficient credibility into monitoring systems, providing legal advice and
support for child laborers and their families through the media, etc. can
give serious consideration to the issue of child labor from the perspective
of legal strategies. In the context of economic strategies for subway child
laborers, it can be mentioned that facilitating the entry of parents into the
labor market in order to reduce financial pressure on the family and



prevent the employment of children, as well as providing temporary
financial assistance to families who are under economic pressure due to
child labor can prevent unnecessary subway child labor and support the
rights of subway child laborers as a support strategy. Providing
psychological counseling services for subway child laborers to help them
manage negative emotions and strengthen self-esteem, organizing
recreational and entertainment programs for subway child laborers to
improve mental health and create positive experiences, including
psychological recovery and care strategies that can help raise awareness of
subway child laborers in Tehran and also prevent the accumulation of
latent anger in them towards society, this requires very serious attention in
prospective studies.

Keywords: Semantic Perception, Labour children, Metro, Tehran,
Contingency perception, Economic perception, Personal perception.
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Abstract

Despite the fundamental role of schools in nurturing athletic talent and achieving
national goals, Iran’s education system has not been able to fully leverage its social
and economic capacities for sports development and national success due to weak
infrastructure, limited financial resources, lack of coherent policies, and
institutional inconsistencies. The present study aims to analyze the social and
economic dimensions of schools and their impact on Iran’s sports achievements,
with an emphasis on the statements of the Supreme Leader This research was
conducted using a qualitative approach and the grounded theory method. The study
population comprised approximately 50 experts, managers, coaches, professional
athletes, and specialists in the fields of sports, education, social sciences, and
economics, identified based on expertise and experience criteria. Using purposive
and snowball sampling, a total of 15 participants were selected for interviews. Data
were collected through semi-structured interviews and analyzed using open, axial,
and selective coding. Additionally, the content of speeches and documents related
to the Supreme Leader’s statements on sports was examined. The findings indicate
that multiple factors, including sports skills training, organizational support,
continuous performance evaluation, motivation, sports culture development, and
sports infrastructure, significantly influence athletic success. Furthermore,
supportive laws and media play a key role in sports development. The study also
revealed that sports contribute to achieving a “Strong Iran” through multiple
functions, including cultural and social development, social justice, economic
growth, strengthening national identity, and promoting social ethics. Accordingly,
the study recommends providing adequate sports facilities, implementing
educational programs for students and athletes, and offering financial support for
sports initiatives. The results emphasize the necessity of a comprehensive and
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coordinated approach to enhance sports activities in schools and society to achieve
national success in the field of sports. Recommendations also include developing
training programs, securing financial resources for school sports, and creating job
opportunities in this sector. These outcomes can contribute to strengthening and
expanding physical education programs in schools and improving the overall sports
situation in the country.

Keywords: Seyyed Ali Khamenei, Elite Sport, Strong Iran, Social and Economic
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Extended abstract

Despite the strategic role of schools in nurturing athletic talent and
contributing to national sporting achievements, Iran’s education system has
not yet fully capitalized on its social and economic capacities to develop
sport in a systematic and sustainable manner. Structural weaknesses,
inadequate sports infrastructure, limited financial resources, fragmented
policymaking, and institutional incoherence have constrained the ability of
schools to function as foundational hubs for sport development and
national success. Drawing on the Supreme Leader’s statements, which
consistently emphasize sport as a pillar of social vitality, national power,
and the realization of a “Strong Iran,” this study seeks to analyze the social
and economic dimensions of schools and their impact on Iran’s sporting
achievements. The present research adopts a qualitative, exploratory—
developmental approach and is conducted using the grounded theory
methodology based on the Strauss and Corbin model. The statistical
population comprised approximately 50 experts, including senior sports
managers, school administrators, physical education teachers, professional
athletes, veteran coaches, and specialists in sports sciences, education,
social sciences, and economics. Using purposive and snowball sampling
techniques, 15 participants were selected for in-depth, semi-structured
interviews until theoretical saturation was achieved. Data were analyzed
through open, axial, and selective coding. In parallel, a qualitative content
analysis of speeches, official statements, and documented remarks of the
Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran related to sport, education,
and national development (from 2014 to 2024) was conducted to ensure
theoretical triangulation and alignment with macro-level policies. The
findings indicate that multiple interrelated factors shape sporting success in
Iran through the school system. Key social dimensions include the
institutionalization of sports culture, motivation and encouragement of
students, family and community support, continuous evaluation and
feedback mechanisms, and the role of teachers and coaches as carriers of
social and cultural capital. Economic dimensions encompass the allocation
of financial resources, availability and quality of sports infrastructure,
organizational and governmental support, legal frameworks, and access to
equitable opportunities for participation. Media support and supportive
legislation were also identified as cross-cutting factors that significantly
influence both participation and elite performance pathways. The analysis
of the Supreme Leader’s statements reveals a coherent and sustained
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discourse that frames sport as a public investment and a social necessity
rather than a marginal recreational activity. Within this discourse, school
sport is positioned as the cornerstone of long-term national sporting
success and as a mechanism for promoting public health, social justice,
cultural cohesion, ethical development, and national identity. The concept
of “Strong School, Strong Sport, Strong Iran” emerges as a unifying
framework that links grassroots participation with elite achievement,
emphasizing justice in access, cultural self-confidence, and resistance to
structural inequalities. The grounded theory model developed in this study
demonstrates that causal conditions (such as education and skill
development, organizational support, motivation, and growth
opportunities), contextual and intervening conditions (including cultural
norms, legal support, infrastructure, media, and international cooperation),
and strategic actions (educational programs, financial and occupational
support, institutional coordination, and media engagement) collectively
lead to technical, social, economic, and sporting outcomes. These
outcomes include improved athletic performance, enhanced social
cohesion, job creation in the sports sector, economic growth, strengthened
national identity, and increased international sporting success. Based on
these findings, the study emphasizes the necessity of an integrated and
coordinated policy approach that aligns educational institutions, sports
organizations, economic actors, and media systems. Practical implications
include developing comprehensive school-based sports curricula, investing
in infrastructure—especially in disadvantaged urban and rural areas—
providing sustainable financial support for school sports, empowering
physical education teachers and coaches, and creating employment
pathways within the sports ecosystem. Ultimately, strengthening the social
and economic foundations of school sport is essential for translating
national ideals into tangible sporting achievements and for advancing the
broader vision of a resilient, healthy, and cohesive Iranian society.

Keywords: Seyyed Ali Khamenei, Elite Sport, Strong Iran, Social and
Economic Dimensions.
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Abstract

Purpose: Addressing the contemporary challenges of parenting and the necessity
of redefining motherhood within changing socio-cultural contexts, this study aimed
to identify the components of parenting among mothers with a Sahmgozar lifestyle,
in line with Article 12 of the General Family Policies. Method: A qualitative
design based on grounded theory was employed. Data were collected through semi-
structured interviews with ten mothers identified as having a Sahmgozar lifestyle,
selected purposefully in 2024 from residents of Tehran using the Sahmgozar
Lifestyle Questionnaire. Selection criteria included high Sahmgozar scores, having
children, and willingness to participate actively in family life. Sampling continued
until theoretical saturation was reached. Data were analyzed through Strauss and
Corbin’s coding approach. Findings: Analysis yielded the central category of
“realization of maternal agency in fulfilling optimal parenting roles.” The
“existentially oriented maternal outlook” emerged as the contextual factor;
“responsible and agentic maternal role-setting” was identified as the causal
condition; and “establishing a secure communicative environment with the child”
was determined as the key strategy. Conclusion The findings demonstrate that
mothers with a Sahmgozar perspective are able to fulfill parenting roles more
effectively, fostering harmony, emotional balance, and expansive interaction within
family relationships. This study represents a scientific step toward operationalizing
Article 12 of the General Family Policies into practical indicators for empowering
mothers in their nurturing roles.
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Extended abstract

Purpose

The present study was conducted with the aim of identifying and
explicating the components of parenting among mothers who adopt a
contributive lifestyle, in a manner that enables a scientific, indigenous, and
operational translation of Article 12 of the General Family Policies from
the level of macro policy documents to the level of individual and familial
agency among mothers. Article 12 emphasizes the protection of the dignity
and worth of motherhood, the educational and spiritual responsibility of
women, and the empowerment of family members in fulfilling their
fundamental roles. However, the absence of indigenous and experience-
based models grounded in the lived experiences of Iranian mothers
constitutes one of the most serious obstacles to the practical realization of
this policy. Accordingly, the central aim of the research was to address the
following fundamental question: within the framework of contributive
theory, how do mothers with a contributive lifestyle conceptualize and
enact their parental role in a responsible, agentic, and purposeful manner,
and what components make the realization of optimal parenting possible
for them?

Methodology

In terms of purpose, this study is applied research, and in terms of method,
it adopts a qualitative approach based on grounded theory using the Strauss
and Corbin methodology. In this research, the study population and sample
were identical and consisted of mothers residing in Tehran in the year 2024
(1403 SH), who were selected through purposive sampling based on
predefined criteria. Inclusion criteria comprised obtaining a score above
the mean on the Contributive Lifestyle Questionnaire, having at least one
child, the presence of both parents in the child’s life, informed consent, and
willingness to actively participate in the study. Exclusion criteria included
obtaining a score below the mean on the contributive lifestyle
questionnaire, incomplete questionnaire responses, and lack of active
participation or cooperation during the interview process. Sampling
continued until theoretical saturation was achieved, and ultimately, 10
mothers participated in semi-structured interviews. Data were collected
through in-depth interviews lasting between 60 and 90 minutes. After
transcription, the data were analyzed through three stages of open coding,
axial coding, and selective coding. To enhance the credibility and
trustworthiness of the findings, participant validation (member checking),
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expert supervision, comparison with theoretical foundations, and content
validity indices (CVI) and content validity ratio (CVR) were employed.
The results of these procedures confirmed the desirable validity of the
extracted model.

Findings

Data analysis led to the extraction of a coherent paradigmatic model
organized around the core category of “the realization of maternal will in
enacting optimal parenting.” Within this model, three main components
were identified:

1- The Mother’s Existentially Oriented Attitude (Contextual
Condition): This component, as the cognitive and meaning-based
foundation of contributive parenting, comprises three subcomponents:
(a) a causal- and teleological-oriented attitude (origin-centered and
afterlife-oriented), (b) a reflective attitude (continuous self-review of
one’s role and performance), and (c) an existential freedom-oriented
attitude (recognition of the child’s choice and agency). This attitude
elevates parenting from a duty-centered level to a meaning-centered
and existential level, enabling mothers to perceive parenting as a
conscious and purposeful mode of being rather than merely a set of
prescribed behaviors.

2- Responsible and Agency-Oriented Role Enactment by the Mother
(Causal Condition): The findings indicate that contributive mothers do
not perceive motherhood as a reactive or imposed role; rather, they
view it as a conscious, voluntary, and responsible choice. This
component encompasses two subcomponents: a deep sense of
responsibility toward the maternal role and a focus on maternal agency
and self-regulation in educational actions. Through this perspective,
mothers actively assume ownership of their parenting practices and
intentionally regulate their behaviors in alignment with their values and
goals.

3- Providing a Secure Relational Environment with the Child
(Strategy): This practical strategy consists of three subcomponents:
stable bond formation, respect-centered interaction, and security-
oriented language use. Together, these elements create the conditions
for a safe, growth-promoting, and trust-based relationship between
mother and child, facilitating emotional security, open communication,
and constructive developmental interactions.

The consequences of this model include increased maternal satisfaction
and inner calm, individual and family development, and the formation of
generative and growth-oriented interactions between mothers and their
children.

Originality and Value

The primary innovation of this study lies in identifying parenting
components from the perspective of mothers with a contributive lifestyle
and directly linking these components to Article 12 of the General Family



Policies. Unlike conventional studies that predominantly focus on how
parents behave, this research emphasizes the what and why of being a
parent and conceptualizes parenting as an existential, conscious, and
agency-based act. Moreover, this study represents one of the first efforts to
present an indigenous model grounded in the lived experiences of Iranian
mothers and rooted in an Islamic—cultural worldview. As such, it
contributes to reducing the gap between macro-level policy-making and
the lived realities of families.

Limitations and Research Implications

Among the limitations of this study are its qualitative nature, limited
sample size, and focus on mothers residing in Tehran, which restrict the
generalizability of the findings. Additionally, the roles of fathers and
cultural differences across various regions of the country were not
examined in this study. Nevertheless, the findings can serve as a
foundation for quantitative, comparative, and experimental intervention
studies in other cultural and social contexts.

Practical Implications

The findings demonstrate a high capacity for application in the design of
parenting education programs, family counseling packages, maternal
empowerment courses, and the development of intervention models within
educational, cultural, and counseling institutions. The extracted model can
function as a practical framework for operationalizing Article 12 of the
General Family Policies at the level of schools, counseling centers,
educational media, and cultural policy-making.

Social Implications

At the societal level, by redefining the maternal role as a civilizational,
spiritual, and social responsibility, the present study can contribute to
strengthening the family institution, enhancing the mental health of future
generations, and increasing social cohesion. Promoting a contributive
parenting style facilitates the upbringing of self-aware, responsible, and
ethically and socially committed children, thereby reinforcing the role of
the family in the sustainable development of society.

Keywords: Parenting Components, Motherhood Role, Sahmgozar
Lifestyle, General Family Policies, Grounded Theory
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Abstract

This study was conducted with the aim of examining the educational policies and
practices of the Ministry of Education of the Islamic Republic of Iran during the
years 1991 to 2020. The research employed a qualitative method based on semi-
structured interviews with stakeholders (teachers, principals, and policymakers),
and the data were analyzed using thematic analysis. The longitudinal approach over
this three-decade period made it possible to identify trends, continuities, and the
gap between approved policies and actual implementation.

Findings are grouped into three main themes: Crisis of legitimacy and effectiveness
in formal education, due to structural neglect, declining human capital, limited teacher
specialization, and financial constraints. Weak educational governance, including lack
of strong leadership, underutilization of complementary institutions, and insufficient
political support. Inefficient structures and unclear vision, marked by traditional
approaches, managerial weaknesses, and external challenges such as digital
environments and generational gaps. Some initiatives, like student councils, were noted
as partial successes, highlighting the system’s potential.

The results show that in order to revitalize the role of formal education, a
fundamental rethinking of policy-making is necessary. Actions such as
strengthening teacher expertise through the use of educational technologies,
decentralization and delegation of authority to schools, securing sustainable
resources, and promoting the active participation of cultural and social institutions
should be pursued. By employing thematic analysis and a longitudinal study, this
research provides a balanced picture of weaknesses and strengths and proposes
innovative strategies for improving educational policies.

Keywords: Ministry of Education, Educational Policy-making, Educational
interventions, Educational Challenges, Thematic Analysis.
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Extended abstract

Purpose

Cinema is one of the most influential cultural institutions in shaping
audiences’ lived experiences and cultural perceptions. Despite the artistic
and industrial growth of Iranian cinema, the rights of audiences—
considered a core component of cultural and citizenship rights—have
received limited systematic attention. This study aims to identify and
analyze the structural, institutional, and experiential challenges related to
audience rights in Iranian cinema. Specifically, it seeks to explore how
legal gaps, governance mechanisms, and dominant ideological approaches
affect audiences’ access to information, freedom of choice, participation,
and quality of cinematic experience. By adopting a multi-level analytical
perspective, the research intends to provide a comprehensive
understanding of why audience rights remain inadequately protected and
how this situation impacts cultural justice and the sustainability of the
cinema industry in Iran.

Design/Methodology/Approach

This study employs a qualitative research design using semi-structured in-
depth interviews. A purposive sampling strategy was applied to select 21
experts and practitioners with direct professional experience in the Iranian
cinema sector, including policymakers, cultural managers, legal scholars,
media specialists, filmmakers, and representatives of civil society. Data
collection continued until theoretical saturation was reached. The interview
data were transcribed verbatim and analyzed using thematic analysis
following the six-step model proposed by Braun and Clarke (2006).
Through systematic coding and theme development, the analysis resulted
in the identification of 31 basic themes, 9 organizing themes, and 3
overarching themes. Rather than applying a predefined theoretical
framework, sensitizing concepts drawn from cultural rights, audience
studies, political economy of media, and media literacy guided the
interpretation of empirical findings. The final analytical model presents a
three-level framework encompassing macro (structural-ideological), meso
(institutional—functional), and micro (experiential) dimensions of audience
rights challenges.

Findings
The findings reveal that challenges to audience rights in Iranian cinema
constitute a multi-layered and systemic problem. At the macro level, a
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fundamental paradigmatic conflict exists between a “protective—
paternalistic” approach to audiences and a “rights-based” perspective that
recognizes audiences as active cultural subjects. This conflict manifests in
conceptual ambiguity surrounding audience rights, ideological tensions
between state censorship and freedom of choice, outdated and fragmented
legislation, and weak cultural governance structures.

At the meso level, these structural issues translate into institutional and
functional deficiencies, including the absence of transparent complaint and
redress mechanisms, lack of an independent and standardized age-rating
system, limited audience participation in cultural policymaking,
insufficient public awareness of audience rights, and overlapping or
ineffective regulatory bodies—particularly in relation to digital platforms
and streaming services.

At the micro level, audiences experience tangible forms of deprivation,
such as restricted content diversity and limited access to international
films, misleading advertising practices, inadequate technical and physical
standards in cinema halls, safety concerns, and unequal access for
vulnerable groups such as persons with disabilities. Overall, the findings
demonstrate a clear causal chain linking ideological and legal foundations
to institutional failures and, ultimately, to diminished audience experience.

Research Limitations/Implications

This study is limited by its qualitative nature and reliance on expert
perspectives rather than direct large-scale audience surveys. While the
diversity of interviewees enhances analytical depth, the findings are not
statistically generalizable. Future research could complement this approach
with quantitative studies examining audience perceptions across different
demographic groups, as well as comparative analyses between Iran and
other national cinema systems. Further interdisciplinary research is also
recommended to explore the relationship between audience rights, cultural
governance, and the political economy of cinema.

Practical Implications

The results highlight the urgent need for institutional reforms in Iran’s
cinema governance system. Practical implications include the development
of a comprehensive legal framework for audience rights, the establishment
of transparent and accessible complaint-handling systems, the
implementation of a nationally standardized age-rating system, and stricter
regulation of advertising practices. Improving technical standards, safety
regulations, and accessibility in cinema venues can significantly enhance
audience satisfaction. Importantly, recognizing audiences as legitimate
stakeholders rather than passive recipients may contribute to increased
trust, participation, and long-term economic sustainability of the cinema
industry.

Social Implications
From a social and cultural perspective, strengthening audience rights can
promote cultural justice, enhance public trust in cultural institutions, and



encourage more inclusive participation in cinematic life. A shift from
directive cultural governance toward participatory and accountable
policymaking may positively influence public attitudes toward cinema and
cultural regulation. By ensuring informed choice, transparency, and
equitable access, the proposed reforms can help bridge the gap between
cinema and society, fostering social cohesion and reinforcing the role of
cinema as a public cultural good.

Originality/Value

This paper offers an original contribution by presenting a systematic,
empirical, and multi-level analysis of audience rights in the specific
context of Iranian cinema. Unlike previous studies that focus on isolated
legal, ethical, or media dimensions, this research integrates ideological,
institutional, and experiential levels into a coherent analytical framework.
The study provides valuable insights for policymakers, cultural
institutions, filmmakers, and researchers concerned with cultural rights,
media governance, and sustainable development of the cinema industry.

Keywords: Audience Rights; Iranian Cinema; Cultural Governance; Legal
Gaps; Age Rating System; Digital Platforms.
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Abstract

Statistics and figures in the tourism industry show that this industry is a golden
opportunity for all countries in the world to realize economic diversification and
develop the components of the domestic economy of the countries. Even the oil-
rich countries of Southwest Asia, including Saudi Arabia, are trying to strengthen
the drivers of the development of their tourism economy in order to reduce their
dependence on windfall oil revenues. The Islamic Republic of Iran, considering its
enormous and unique capacities in the field of cultural heritage and tourism, can
also take advantage of this opportunity to internalize the country's economy and get
rid of its dependence on oil revenues and crude sales within the framework of the
announced policies of the resistance economy. Purpose: This research examines the
position and institutional challenges in the field of cultural heritage and tourism in
advancing the general policies of the resistance economy. Method: By studying
resistance economy policies and previous research conducted in the field of tourism
and resistance economy and interviewing experts, existing challenges were
identified and structural themes were extracted using thematic analysis. Findings:
All institutional challenges in the field of cultural heritage and tourism were
divided into three structural themes (legislation, implementation, and supervision)
to advance general resistance economic policies. Conclusion: Since the field of
cultural heritage, and especially tourism, is an interdisciplinary field, there are
many institutions in the three fields of legislation, implementation, and supervision
related to the missions of this field because the field of tourism is able to involve
many institutional sectors.
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Extended abstract

Introduction

The resistance economy policies announced by the Supreme Leader have
been formulated as an important upstream document and are binding on
relevant agencies and institutions in order to increase the country's income
sources, create employment, reduce migration to metropolitan areas,
reduce the country's dependence on oil, and most importantly, achieve
social justice. The tourism industry in Iran, due to its high income-
generating nature and means, and also due to the fact that Iran has great
natural and human capacities in tourism, can play a pivotal role as part of
the country's economic development in reducing its dependence on oil.
Therefore, given that Iran is under comprehensive sanctions by the global
system and on the other hand, the global economy is facing unprecedented
crises, relying on domestic capacities such as cultural heritage and tourism
is an unquestionable priority for developing the country's economy and
should be a priority for the country's planners and policymakers. On the
other hand, institutions, as the third pillar of sustainable development,
usually have the resources and capabilities that structure the frequent
interactions between individuals, companies, civil society groups,
organizations, governments, and other entities of society. Williams and
Baumert state in the context of institutional capacity that this concept
actually reflects a broader enabling environment that forms the foundations
on which individuals and organizations interact with each other (Williams
and Baumert, 2003). The issue of tourism pathology from an institutional
perspective enables officials to prioritize issues in this field and identify
perceptions and expectations regarding the role of institutions and systems
in sustainable tourism development, so that they can improve the gap
between the current and desired situation (Mousavi, 1403). Therefore,
identifying and addressing the challenges related to institutions and
organizations interested in cultural heritage and tourism is the first and
most basic step to solving issues related to cultural heritage and tourism in
advancing economic goals of resistance. Because the institutional
challenges ahead in this field are much more complex than one might
imagine, the reason for this is the vastness of the tourism sector and its
interdisciplinary nature.

Methods
In this research, a qualitative method was used to conduct the work. To
extract the indicators, the results of past research in the field of tourism and
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resistance economy and the text of policies and laws related to resistance
economy, as well as interviews with policy experts, were used. The content
analysis method, which is one of the qualitative content analysis methods,
was used. Given that the purpose of the research is exploratory and seeks
to build concepts, patterns, and frameworks, our findings are not clear.

First, the resistance economy document and the results obtained from
previous research in the field of resistance economy and tourism, which
are also limited, are used, and the expert opinions of the interviewees
(experts and tourism policymakers) are also added to extract basic and
structured concepts and themes regarding institutional challenges in the
field of resistance economy and tourism.

Also, in this research, Krappendorff's alpha was used to measure
reliability because it is flexible and applicable for a relatively small sample
size. Accordingly, the accepted alpha should be at least 0.7. In this study,
the value obtained was 0.88.

Conclusion

Since the field of cultural heritage, and especially tourism, is an
interdisciplinary field, there are many institutions involved and interested
in the missions of this field, because the effectiveness and effectiveness in
this field involve many institutional sectors. Considering the three
challenges encountered (legislation, implementation, and supervision) in
the field of cultural heritage and tourism in advancing the macro goals of
the resistance economy, from this perspective, many of the challenges that
exist can be found in the discussion of legislation in the absence of strong
and transparent laws, and at the same time, coherent and efficient laws in
order to support and develop cultural heritage and tourism in the country.
The weakness of laws regarding the capacities of tourism development and
disregard for the many potential areas of this field in developing the
country's economic goals are among the fundamental challenges of
policymaking and upstream laws.

Also, the lack of moral and material support for the field of tourism and
its activists is part of the challenges in this industry, as various
governments in this field have usually not fulfilled their legal duties
properly and have caused numerous problems for activists in this field in
carrying out their affairs. On the other hand, the conflict of institutional
stakeholders in the field of cultural heritage and tourism has also been
manifested in the implementation sector, and this area has been a major
problem in actualizing the country's tourism capacities. In addition, the
issue of education and culture has been neglected and neglected by the
Ministry of Cultural Heritage, because this issue is one of the primary
pillars for the development of the tourism economy. The issue of culture
and specialized education of activists and people regarding the benefits of
tourism on the country's domestic economy can help the survival and
growth of tourism in all pillars and geographies of our country.

There are also weaknesses in the issue of supervision, which is due to
the lack of accurate and sufficient supervision of the abuses of some



individuals that are carried out in the name of developing cultural heritage
and tourism in the country, but behind the scenes, most of the matter is
about the commercialization of these individuals outside the laws. Even
governments themselves are sometimes not adequately supervised in
spending the budgets and supports they should provide. Therefore, the
attention of relevant institutions to comply with the laws and control this
issue should be one of the priorities of the supervisory bodies in order to
prevent circumvention of the law and violation of the rights of real tourism
activists.

Keywords: Cultural heritage, Tourism, Institutions, Resistance economy.
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Abstract

This study, adopting a Qur’anic approach, investigates the factors influencing
marital conflicts within spousal relationships. Its primary aim is to present a
theoretical framework based on the Holy Qur’an for identifying and analyzing the
roots of marital discord, thereby contributing to family stability and supporting
population policies. Using an analytical-reflective method and contemplative
mterpretation of Qur’anic verses, the research identifies and categorizes key factors
contributing to marital conflict. Following a conceptual definition of conflict, eight
major categories of factors are extracted and their interrelations mapped.

Findings indicate that deficiencies in fulfilling gender roles and ensuring
mutual rights between spouses—fundamental elements for establishing healthy
relationships—create structural weaknesses in marital dynamics and lead to serious
conflicts across various aspects of shared life. Additionally, negative personality
traits and harmful beliefs (as foundational tension-amplifying factors), skill deficits
(as behavioral factors), dysfunctional social relations, financial issues, and sexual
disorders (as contextual factors) play significant roles in the emergence and
persistence of marital discord.

The proposed Qur’anic framework begins with the formation of gender identity
and, through the clarification of male and female roles in interpersonal relations,
seeks to trace and prevent marital conflicts. A deep understanding of these factors
and the Qur’anic strategies associated with them provides policymakers in the
fields of family and population with powerful tools for designing effective
interventions, premarital and marital educational programs, and ultimately
enhancing family resilience, reducing divorce rates, and improving family and
population health indicators.
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Extended abstract

Purpose

The family, as the cornerstone of the social system, plays an unparalleled
role in cultural stability and civilizational prosperity. However, the rising
rates of marital conflict and divorce in recent decades have emerged as
critical challenges for social and family policy-makers. The primary
problem addressed in this study is the elucidation of the fundamental roots
of marital conflict based on the revelatory system. This approach aims to
bridge the gap in current therapeutic models and social policies, which
predominantly focus on the superficial layer of behavioral skills. By
employing "Tadabbur” (analytical contemplation) in Surah An-Nisa, this
study seeks to extract the systematic network of factors contributing to
marital conflicts and explore its potential for designing strategies to
strengthen the family foundation.

Methodology

This research was conducted using a qualitative approach, employing the
"analytical-contemplative" method. The implementation process followed a
systematic seven-step path, beginning with problem analysis and the
identification of key terms (Nushuz and Shigaq) in verses 34, 35 and 128 of
Surah An-Nisa. In subsequent stages, factors were extracted through
contextual analysis (Siyag) and etymological study. To achieve a
comprehensive model, verses from Surah An-Nisa that lacked the core terms
but were related to the context of marital relations were also subjected to
network analysis. Finally, by synthesizing the data, the comprehensive
network of factors for marital conflicts was mapped and formulated.

Research Findings

Data analysis led to the identification of an eight-factor network organized
into three distinct levels. In this framework, "gender role dysfunction" and
the "failure to fulfill mutual rights" constitute the fundamental
underpinnings of marital conflicts. Furthermore, foundational factors—
including "superiority-seeking" (Ulu), the "activation of egoism" (Shuh-al-
nafs), and "maladaptive beliefs"—contribute to the persistence and
deepening of disputes. At the next level, "weakness in applying corrective
skills" acts as a behavioral/skill-based factor, while "unfavorable social
relations”, “economic issues”, and "sexual dysfunction" serve as
contextual/environmental factors that trigger the manifestation of conflicts.
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Research Limitations

This research focused exclusively on Surah An-Nisa; therefore, a
comprehensive identification of all marital conflict factors across the entire
Quran requires supplementary studies on other Surahs.

Practical Implications

The results of this study confirm that the Quranic model, with its central
focus on gender roles, possesses a high capacity for explaining the root
causes of conflicts and can serve as a basis for developing indigenous
theories in the field of family studies. Accordingly, the following strategic
implications are proposed:

1- Educational Strategy: Redesigning pre-marital educational curricula
with an emphasis on Quranic identity and gender roles (role-based
empowerment).

2- Media Strategy: Promoting the culture of “Ihsan™ (benevolence) and
"forgiveness™ as opposed to ego-centrism and individualism in media
content policies to reduce divorce rates.

3- Clinical Strategy: Developing indigenous counseling protocols based
on the eight-factor model of marital conflicts.

These measures align directly with the objectives of the country's
general population and family policies, contributing to the enhancement of
family resilience and stability.

Social Implications
By redefining marital relations based on the revelatory model, this research
carries significant social implications:

1- Strengthening Social Cohesion: By reducing divorce rates and
increasing family stability, public mental health and social capital are
enhanced.

2- Reforming Gender Patterns: By providing a "role-based" model, this
study helps correct misconceptions regarding male and female roles in
society, preventing identity conflicts in future generations.

3- Promoting an Indigenous-Islamic Lifestyle: Cultivating a culture of
"lhsan" (benevolence) and forgiveness instead of “extreme
individualism" leads to the reconstruction of emotional bonds within
families and, consequently, improves social relations across the broader
community.

Originality
Compared to the existing literature on marital conflicts, the present study
offers fundamental distinctions and innovations that validate its findings:

1- Revelatory Authority vs. Empirical Models: Unlike common
approaches that rely predominantly on empirical findings and Western
theories, this research is grounded in the Quranic text. It provides a
holistic and comprehensive perspective that is in full harmony with the
indigenous and religious values of Iranian society.

2- Paradigm Shift from "Agreement-Oriented" to "Divine Duty-Based":
While classic models (e.g., Goldenberg) focus on reaching agreements



based on mutual interests, this research proposes a conflict resolution

model centered on "Divine Decree." In this model, submission to

divine commands provides greater stability compared to fluctuating
human agreements.

3- Rooting Conflict in Gender Role Dysfunction: This study profoundly
identifies the dysfunction of male and female roles not merely as a
symptom, but as the "root and foundational cause™ of marital conflicts.

4- Integrating External Roles with Internal Traits: Another innovation
lies in linking external roles with internal psychological/spiritual traits
(such as egoism and superiority-seeking). This connection enables the
design of "character-centered" empowerment programs.

5- Gender Differentiation in Interventions: By distinguishing between
common and gender-specific factors of conflict, this study enhances the
precision of counseling interventions and support policies tailored to
the specific needs of each gender.

6- Systematic and Hierarchical Structure of Factors: Unlike the scattered
lists in previous studies, the factors in this research are presented in a
systematic framework where all variables are dependent on the
"fundamental factor" (gender roles).

Furthermore, by providing a comprehensive model, this research has
successfully synthesized scattered findings from previous studies
(including those by Janbozorgi, Pasandideh, Salarifar, et al.) into a single,
integrated system.

Keywords: Pathology, Marital Relations, Holy Quran, Gender Roles,
Marital Conflicts, Family Policy-makin.
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Abstract

The subject of the article is the strategy of prioritizing issues in leading
organizations and the "how" of its operationalization and application, with an
emphasis on the findings obtained from a case study at the ROYAN Research
Institute. The aim of the research is to identify the main challenges and issues and
prioritize them at the level of ROYAN, and to separate the four departments of
research, education, treatment, and support. The research method is qualitative and
of the group discussion or focus group type, depending on the problem. Focus
group research is based on facilitating an organized discussion with a group of
selected individuals, because it is assumed that these individuals are representative
of certain social classes and strata. The results of the research show that: The
category of “welfare and economic problems and low salaries” with a score of
34380 is the most important challenge of ROYAN, The category of “need to
encourage high-performing workers and separate them from low-performing
workers” with a score of 30100 is the second challenge of ROY AN, This challenge
is the second challenge of the first and third deputy departments and the third
challenge of the second and fourth deputy departments. The category of “need to
address the demands of the forces and listen to their voices” is also the third
challenge of the ROYAN with a score of 30096. This challenge is the third
challenge of the first, second, and third deputy departments, and the fifth challenge
of the fourth deputy department.
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Extended abstract

Background and Purpose

In recent decades, Iranian society has been confronted with a growing
accumulation of economic, socio-cultural, and organizational challenges.
Numerous studies and policy documents indicate that despite the
expansion and intensification of these issues, effective problem-solving has
often remained limited. One of the key reasons for this shortcoming is the
absence of a coherent system for identifying, categorizing, and prioritizing
strategic issues, particularly within organizations. When multiple and
interrelated problems coexist, the first essential step toward effective
intervention is the systematic prioritization of issues and the alignment of
organizational perspectives around them.

Leading organizations, due to their complexity and social
responsibility, are especially in need of structured mechanisms for issue
prioritization. This study focuses on developing and applying a strategy for
prioritizing issues in leading organizations, using the ROYAN Research
Institute—one of Iran’s most prominent scientific and medical
institutions—as a case study. The main purpose of the research is to
identify the key challenges facing ROYAN and to prioritize them both at
the organizational level and across its four main deputy sectors: research,
education, treatment, and support.

Research Questions

The study seeks to answer the following central question:What are the
main challenges and strategic issues of the ROYAN Research Institute at
the organizational level and within each of its four deputy sectors, and how
can these issues be prioritized based on their relative importance and
prevalence?

Methodology

The research adopts a qualitative approach, employing the focus group
(group discussion) method as its primary data collection technique. Focus
group research is particularly suitable for exploring complex
organizational issues, as it facilitates structured dialogue among selected
participants who are assumed to represent key organizational strata.
In this study, a comprehensive (census-based) sampling strategy was used.
All senior managers and deputies of the four sectors of ROYAN
participated in the focus group sessions. This approach significantly
reduced potential bias in prioritization by ensuring that all relevant
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managerial perspectives were included.

Data collection proceeded in two main stages. First, open-ended
questions were used in group discussions to elicit the full range of
perceived challenges and problems within the organization. These issues
were then coded and categorized into four main domains: economic
challenges, cultural challenges, structural-organizational challenges, and
human resource challenges.

In the second stage, participants were asked to assess each identified issue
based on two criteria: Degree  of  importance,  and
Degree of prevalence in the current organizational context.

Each criterion was scored on a five-point Likert scale. The final priority
score for each issue was calculated by multiplying its importance score by
its prevalence score, allowing for a systematic and comparable ranking of
challenges across sectors.

Findings

The findings reveal that economic and welfare-related issues constitute the
most critical challenges facing the ROYAN Research Institute. At the
organizational level, the category of “welfare and economic problems and
low salaries” emerged as the highest-priority challenge, receiving the
highest composite score.

The second most critical challenge was identified as the “need to
encourage high-performing employees and distinguish them from low-
performing staff.” This issue ranked second overall and showed
consistently high priority across multiple deputy sectors.

The third major challenge was the “need to address employees’
demands and actively listen to their concerns.” This issue ranked third at
the organizational level and appeared among the top priorities in most
deputy sectors, underscoring the importance of communication,
participation, and responsiveness in organizational management.

Conversely, issues such as disparities between ROYAN faculty
members and university faculty, delays in granting faculty status to some
PhD holders despite prior agreements, and reductions in salaries linked to
continued education were ranked among the least critical challenges.
Sector-specific analyses further demonstrated that while the relative
ranking of issues varied across the four deputies, economic pressures and
human resource management concerns consistently dominated the top
priority levels.

Discussion and Conclusion
The results highlight the central role of economic security, fair
compensation, and human resource recognition in  sustaining
organizational excellence. In leading organizations like ROYAN,
neglecting these issues not only undermines employee motivation and
performance but also threatens long-term organizational stability and
innovation capacity.

This study demonstrates that a structured issue-prioritization strategy—



grounded in  consensus-building, participation, and  systematic
assessment—can provide decision-makers with a clear roadmap for
intervention. By distinguishing between high-impact and low-impact
challenges, managers can allocate resources more effectively and design
targeted policies aligned with organizational realities.

In conclusion, the proposed prioritization framework offers a practical
and replicable model for other leading organizations facing complex and
multi-layered challenges. Integrating participatory methods such as focus
groups with quantitative scoring mechanisms enhances both the legitimacy
and the effectiveness of strategic decision-making processes.

Keywords: Issue prioritization strategy, Leading organization,
Organizational excellence, Consensus, Aggregation, ROYAN Research
Institute.
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